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To identify authentic sources of the stories of the Prophets. 


2. To learn lessons from the lives of the Prophets. 
3. To appreciate the patience and steadfastness of the Prophets in 
delivering the message entrusted to them, and take them as role 
models in fulfilling the same role. 
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Why study the 
stories of the 
prophets (qisas al- 
anbiya’)? 


Many times, people may not see the benefit of 
studying the lives and struggles of the previous 
nations, even if they understand the importance of 
studying the Sirah of Muhammad (p) and his 
Companions (y) 


After all, does not the Qur’an state: 


- 


Sy ASU SELES UG Cb BE 


Cx Ui Ue oues 

That is a nation which has passed on. It will have 

[the consequence of] what it earned, and you will 

have what you have earned. And you will not be 
asked about what they used to do (Sürat al- 

Baqarah, 2:141). 


This verse is to be understood in context of the 
Muslims not being held responsible for the actions 
of the previous nations. 


Indeed, Allah (I) has related numerous incidents 
from the lives of the previous nations and their 
prophets. Many of the same incidents have been 
mentioned repeatedly, in slightly different 
narrations, so that we may contemplate the lessons 
provided by these stories. 

= Cumt ae d ce 
sS JN Se Ged COS ЛА 
There is certainly in their stories a lesson for those 

of understanding... (Sürat Yüsuf, 12:111) 


These Prophets of Allah are from the elite of 
humanity. They are our masters and our role 
models, and we pray that Allah (I) unite us with 
them in al-Firdaws. In learning their stories and 
struggles, we can better emulate their wisdom in 
our own lives. 


Benefits of 
studying the lives 
of the prophets 


1. Rasül Allah (p) was commanded to relate these 
stories to us, and so are we to others. We are 
studying the lives of the prophets in fulfilment 
of Allah's (I) command. 
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To learn from the lessons and wisdoms 
demonstrated in the lives of the prophets of 
Allah and to contemplate over these. 


This knowledge facilitates understanding of the 
Qur'an. 

This knowledge engenders and increases love 
for all the prophets 


To follow the example of the prophets, who 
were guided. 


Knowledge of the prophets raises our hopes and 
lifts our spirits. 


Charts out a methodology for da ‘wah. 


In order to defend the honour of the prophets 
against lies and slander, as well as from those 
who raise the status of some prophets beyond 
their due. 


An awareness of some of the challenges faced 
by the earlier nations, and recognise how we, as 
a Muslim community, can adapt. 


Sources for the 
qasas аі-апыуа” 


The Prophetic athar isra Піууді 
Qur’an H (Companion (narrations from the 
reports) People of the Book) 


The Qur'an 


Books of Hadith 


Statements of 
the Companions 


The Qur'an is the most important source of 
information on the lives of the Prophets. It contains a 
number of narratives; many of which recur in a 
number of sürahs. 


The Qur’anic narrative of the lives of the prophets 
lacks standard historical / geographical data. In fact 
the Qur'anic focus is on the morals and teachings that 
the believer may derive from these stories. 


The Qur'an is sent down as a mercy and a healing (Q. 
10:37). These stories, if studied properly, will fulfil 
that purpose and purify our souls and hearts. 


There are many ahddith that elaborate and provide 
additional detail of the lives of the prophets, the earlier 
nations, and the lessons that Muslims should extract 
from these events. 


Commenting on some of the verses of the Qur'an, 
such as the creation of Adam (v), some of the 
Companions such as Ibn ‘Abbas, Ibn Mas üd, and Ibn 
“Umar (t)explaned and detailed how and why certain 
events happened. 


For some of these explanations supportive ahddith do 
not exist. However, we accept (to an extent) the 
statements of the Companions in this regard assuming 
that the knowledge they relate in regards to matters of 
the Unseen is from the Prophet (p). 


Isrà Піууйі 


Another main source of information on the lives of the 
prophets and earlier nations are the isra Tliyyat, the 
stories and traditions passed down in Jewish and 
Christian Tradition. 


Often, these narratives can provide useful and 
interesting contexts to what is already known via the 
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Islamic tradition; however, care must be exercised 
when resorting to them. 


Firstly, there is no guarantee that these narrations have 
not been tampered with over the centuries. Just as the 
Bible and Torah are no longer in their original 
revealed form, any traditions that come from the 
earlier communities may no longer exist іп a pure and 
original form 


Secondly, some of the Judaeo-Christian traditions 
contain fabricated lies and slander about the earlier 
prophets. Just as they attributed divinity to ‘Isa (v) or 
‘Uzayr (о), so they alleged other prophets, such as Lit 
(v) and Dawid (v), fell into major sins. 


The general principle to keep in mind when studying 
Judaeo-Christian traditions is that if they contradict 
anything in the Qur’an or Sunnah, they are 
automatically dismissed. Likewise, these traditions 
may be true when they do not contradict the Qur’an 
and Sunnah (although the possibility of their being 
false is not entirely removed because of the absence of 
a contradiction). In any case, we do not extract rulings 
from these traditions. 


The first human: Prophet Adam (о) 


The Creation of Adam (v) 


Before Adam (v) 
was created 


How Adam (v) was 
created 


Allah (I) created the angels and jinn before the 


creation of Adam (v). According to some traditions, 


the jinn — who were also given free will — were 
created approximately 2,000 years before the 


creation of Adam (v). The jinn lived on earth and 


filled it with corruption and rebellion: 


NT glee J Kd 25 Us ig 


And [mention, O Muhammad], when your 
Lord said to the angels, ‘Indeed, I will make 
upon the earth a successive authority.’ They 
said, ‘Will You place upon it one who causes 
corruption therein and sheds blood, while we 
declare Your praise and sanctify You?’ Allah 
said, ‘Indeed, I know that which you do not 

know ' (Sürat al-Baqarah, 2:30). 


1. The Prophet Muhammad (p) said: 


“Allah created Adam from a handful of dust 
taken from different lands, and the children 
of Adam have been created according to the 
composition of the land. Therefore from 
mankind we have white, red, black and 
yellow ones; we have good and evil, ease and 
sorrow, and what comes in between them.” 
(Sahih al-Bukhari). 


2. Ibn Mas üd (т) narrated that: 


Allah (I) sent Jibra'il (v) to earth to collect 
clay for the creation of Adam (v). When he 
(v) descended to earth, it said: ‘I seek refuge 
in Allah from your decreasing my quantity or 
disfiguring me.” So Jibra'il (v) returned to 
Allah (I) on the basis that the earth sought 
refuge in Him. 
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According to one 
explanation, the angels 
predicted the potential 
behaviour of humans from the 
precedent set by the jinn. 
Another states that Allah (1) 
informed the angels about 
man. 


Then, Allah (I) sent Mika'il for the same 
purpose and the same occurred with him; and 
Mika'il returned to Allah (I) as well 


Then, Allah (I) sent the Angel of Death to 
fulfill the same command, and the earth 
again sought refuge in Allah (1). Rather than 
granting the earth refuge, the Angel of Death 
replied, “I also seek refuge with Allah from 
returning without carrying ош His 
command.” 


The narration continues to say that he took 
clay from multiple places on the earth, soil 
that was white, red, and black. Some of the 
soil was soft and yielding, and other parts 
were rough and hard. These characteristics 
were passed onto humans, thus some humans 
are easy going and gentle, while others are 
tough and difficult to deal with. 


3. Abū Misa al-Ash‘ari narrated that the Prophet 
Muhammad (p) said: 


‘Allah (I) created Adam (v) from a handful 
of dust taken from different lands, so the 
children of Adam are created according to 
the composition of the land. Therefore from 
mankind we have white, red, black and 
yellow ones; we have good and evil, ease and 
sorrow, and what comes in between them." 
(Sahih al-Bukhari). 


After, Allah (I) took this clay and shaped Adam (v), 
He (I) let the mould of Adam remain as a ‘model’ 
for 40 years before breathing life into it. During this 
time, Iblis would pass by his model and would be 
afraid of it. When Allah (I) willed, He breathed life 
into Adam (v). 
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[So mention] when your Lord said to the 
angels, ‘Indeed, I am going to create a 
human being from clay. So when I have 

proportioned him and breathed into him of 
My [created] soul, then fall down to him in 
prostration’ (5йға Sad, 38:71-2). 


The superiority of 
Adam (о) 


Islam prohibits prostration to other than Allah, even 
without the intention of worship. However, the 
prostration of respect was permitted to earlier 
nations, e.g., the parents and brothers of Yüsuf (v) 
prostrated before Yisuf. 


Allah commanded the angels to prostrate before 
Adam (о) as a sign of Adam’s (о) superiority, and 
because there was potential within humanity to 
make them superior over other creation. 


The trait that makes man superior over other 
creation is intelligence. Allah (I) granted Adam (о) 
the knowledge of all things, and to classify them by 
names; whereas the angels needed to be taught such 
names and classifications. 


GY ылым if 


Dasi ai 
They said, ‘Exalted are You; we have no 
knowledge except what You have taught us. 


Indeed, it is You who is the Knowing, the 
Wise’ (Sūrat al-Baqarah, 2:32). 


The jinn did not have the same level of intelligence; 
Allah (1) gave Адат (v) the need and love for 
knowledge, and a desire to share this knowledge 
with future generations. This knowledge that raised 
Адат (v) over the angels included that which 
enabled him to master the Earth. This was the 
reason for his creation and the secret of his 
glorification. 
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He [Allah] said, ‘O Adam, inform them of their 
names.’ And when he had informed them of 
their names, He said, ‘Did I not tell you that I 
know the unseen of the heavens and the earth? 
And I know what you reveal and what you have 
concealed’ (Sürat al-Baqarah, 2:33). 


Iblis, his rebellion and evil plot 
жоба ST o i] Ý ar os Az za ai udi 55 


And [mention] when We said to the angels, ‘Prostrate before 
Adam '; so they prostrated, except for Iblis. He refused and was 
arrogant and became of the disbelievers (Sürat al-Baqarah, 
2:34). 


жамалы 


pit gei ale i 
[Allah] said, “О Iblis, what is [the matter] with you that you 
are not among those who prostrate? ' He said, 'Never will I 


дз a OS О 80% 


prostrate 10 а human whom You created ош of clay, from 
altered black mud’ (Surat al-Hijr, 15:32-3). 


У ав Ы C Lene ds 


- 
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Гв 


And We have certainly created уои [О mankind] and given you 
[human] form. Then We said to the angels, ‘Prostrate to 
Adam’; so they prostrated, except for Iblis. He was not of those 
who prostrated. 
[Allah] said, ‘What prevented you from prostrating when I 
commanded you?’ [Satan] said, ‘I am better than him, You 
created me from fire and him from clay’ (Sürat al-A raf, 7:11- 
2). 
Iblis was allowed to be in the company of the blessed angels because up 
until this time, he was the most pious and knowledgeable of the jinn and 
his rank was elevated to that of the angels due to his worship of Allah (1). 


However, he became arrogant over time, and this arrogance led him not 
only to disobey Allah (I), but also to insist upon disobedience. Instead of 
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Although Iblis was 
himself a jinn, he was 
in the company of 
those who were ordered 
to bow down to Adam 
(v) - the others were 

all angels — and by 
virtue of the fact that 
Iblis was with them, the 
command applied to 


him as well 


repenting and returning to Allah (I), he challenged Him (I), attempting to 
prove that the superiority given to humanity over the jinn was a mistake. 


о Ul opel Jó 
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[Satan] said, ‘Reprieve me until the Day they are resurrected.’ 
[Allah] said, ‘Indeed, you are of those reprieved.’ [Satan] said, 

‘Because You have put me in error, I will surely sit in wait for 
them on Your straight path. Then I will come to them from 
before them and from behind them and on their right and on 
their left, and You will not find most of them grateful [to You]’ 
(Surat al-A ‘raf, 7:14-17) 


Iblis’ first plot 
After this incident, Allah (I) told Adam (о) and his wife, Hawwa: 
Vy Ls AES gu SES Шы ST Rs ls 
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And We said, 'O Adam, yh you and your wife, in Paradise 
and eat therefrom in (ease and) abundance from wherever you 
will. But do not approach this tree, lest you be among the 
wrongdoers. ` But Satan caused them to slip ош of it and 
removed them from that (condition) in which they had been. 
And We said, 'Go down, (all of you), as enemies to one 
another, and you will have upon the earth a place of settlement 
and provision for a time’ (Surat al-Baqarah, 2:35-6) 


Adam (v) and Hawwa understood and obeyed this command of Allah (I) 
for many years. However, Iblis continued to attack their resolve. Although 
humanity was created with the potential for superiority over all other 
creation, one of his weaknesses is that he tends to forget —his heart changes 
and wavers, and his resolve increases and decreases. Day after day, month 
after month, Iblis continued to whisper false and misleading promises to 
Adam and Hawwa. 
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But Satan whispered to them to make apparent to them that which 
was concealed from them of their private parts. He said, ‘Your Lord 


did not forbid you this tree except that you become angels or become 
of the immortal.’ Апа he swore [by Allah] to them, ‘Indeed, I am to 
you from among the sincere advisors’ (Surat al-A ‘raf, 7:20—1). 


Adam (v) desired eternal life in Paradise; Iblis preyed on this and years 
went by, and Adam(v) and Hawwa were preoccupied with thoughts of that 
tree. Then one day they decided to eat of its fruit. They forgot that Allah 
had warned them not to approach it and that Iblis was their sworn enemy. 
Adam (v) stretched out his hand, picked one of the fruits and offered it to 
Hawwá, and they both ate of the forbidden tree 


Adam (v) on Earth 
Adam (v) sent to As soon as Адат (v) and Hawwa ate from the tree, 
earth they realised their error; their clothing was taken 


from them and their 'awrah became exposed. 
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О children of Adam, let not Satan tempt you as he 
removed your parents from Paradise, stripping 
them of their clothing to show them their private 
parts. Indeed, he sees you, he and his tribe, from 
where you do not see them. Indeed, We have made 
the devils allies to those who do not believe (Surat 
al-A тау; 7:27). 


Both Adam (v) and Hawwa turned back and 
repented to Allah (I) by His tawfiq. 


Guidi. Ж SE oa oe зе, Ree 
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Then Adam received from his Lord [some] words, 
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and Не accepted his repentance. Indeed, it is Не 
who is the Accepting of repentance, the Merciful. 
(Surat al-Bagarah, 2:37). 
In the following verse, we learn what exactly those 
words of repentance were: 


E253 id 5435 2 op ЫЬ 15 58 


They said, 'Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves, 


and if You do not forgive us and have mercy upon 
us, we will surely be among the losers’ (Sürat al- 
Атау, 7:23). 


After the repentance of Adam (v) and Hawwa was 
accepted, Allah (I) said: 


b Le Gu alai s 
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We said, ‘Go down from it, all of you. And when 
guidance comes to you from Me, whoever follows 
My guidance - there will be no fear concerning 
them, nor will they grieve. And those who disbelieve 
and deny Our signs - those will be companions of 


the Fire; they will abide therein eternally’ (Sürat 
al-Baqarah, 2:38-9) 


ізі 


According to some narrations, Adam (о) and 
Hawwa lived in Paradise for 60 years in total; 
others say that they lived there for 100 years. 
However, they were not removed as a punishment 
for their sin. Indeed, Allah (I) states that He (1) 
accepted their repentance. 


Instead, Adam (v) and Hawwa were sent down to 
Earth to fulfil the original purpose Allah (I) created 
them for — to worship Him and be His vicegerents 
on Earth. 
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This incident taught Adam (v) and Наума - in 
practical terms - that Satan was their enemy, and 
that as part of its “уісевегепсу? on Earth, humanity 
would have to guard itself from the trickery of 
Satan. 


The children of 
Adam (v) 


There are various reports on where Adam (о) and 
Наума descended to Earth. However, none of 
these reports originate from the Qur’an or the 
ahadith. 


Suffice it to say, on Earth Adam (v) and Hawwa 
were blessed with children from Allah (I). The vast 
majority of these children were born as twins — one 
male, and one female in each set of twins. Allah (1) 
revealed to Adam (v) that the male from one set of 
twins should marry the female from the other set. 


One of the males, Qàbil, desired to marry his own 
twin sister rather than the twin sister of Habil. 


To resolve the conflict, Allah (I) commanded that 
Habil and Qabil should both offer a sacrifice. The 
one whose sacrifice was accepted would have his 
way. Qàbil offered inferior and lowly grain for his 
sacrifice, whereas Habil offered his best camel. The 
sacrifice of Qabil was rejected because of his 
insincerity and disobedience to his father. 


This further enraged Qabil, and he ultimately killed 
his brother out of jealousy. 
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The death of Adam 
(v) 


And recite to them the story of Adam’s two sons, in 
truth, when they both offered a sacrifice [to Allah], 
and it was accepted from one of them but was not 
accepted from the other. Said [the latter], ‘I will 
surely kill you.’ Said [the former], ‘Indeed, Allah 
only accepts from the righteous [who fear Him]. If 
you should raise your hand against me to kill me - 1 
shall not raise my hand against you to kill you. 
Indeed, I fear Allah, Lord of the worlds. Indeed I 
want you to obtain [thereby] my sin and your sin so 
you will be among the companions of the Fire. And 
that is the recompense of wrongdoers. ' And his soul 
permitted to him the murder of his brother, so he 
killed him and became among the losers (Sürat al- 
Ma 'idah, 5:27-30). 


‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Hanbal narrated that 
Ubayy b. Ka'b said: ‘When Adam's (v) death was 
near, he said to his children: *O my children, indeed 
I feel an appetite for the fruits of Paradise." 


So they went away searching for what Adam had 
requested. They met with the angels, who had with 
them his shroud and what he was to be embalmed 
with. 


They said to them: *O Children of Adam, what are 
you searching for? What do you want? Where are 
you going?" 


They said: ^Our father is sick and has an appetite 
for the fruits of Paradise." 


The angels said to them: “Со back, for your father 
is going to meet his end soon." 


So they returned (with the angels) and when 
Hawwa saw them she recognised them. She tried to 
hide herself behind Adam (v). He said to her, 
“Leave me alone. I came before you; do not go 
between me and the angels of my Lord." So they 
took his soul, embalmed and wrapped him, dug the 
grave and laid him in it. They prayed on him and 
put him in his grave, saying: “О Children of Adam, 
this is your tradition at the time of death.” 


1. Тһе еуі! of arrogance 
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Iblis thought he was better than Adam (v) because of his ‘nature’ 
Despite his previous piety and acts of worship, he disobeyed Allah 
[swt] due to his own arrogance. 


2. Тһе intrigues of Shaytan 
Shaytan did not come to Adam (v) and directly tell him to disobey the 
command of Allah (I), but instead he was gradual about it 
3. Тһе importance of repentance and returning to Allah (1) 
Adam (v) repented to Allah (I) and it was accepted. 
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The father of mankind: Prophet Nüh (о) 


Period in which 
Nüh (о) lived 


Origins of idolatry 


Nah (v) was born in the 9^ generation after Adam 
(v). 


According to the isra “liyyat, there were between 
125-150 years between the death of Adam (v) and 
the birth of Nüh (о). 


Ibn ‘Abbas (т) narrated: 


The Prophet Muhammad (p) said, “The 
period between Adam and Nüh was ten 
centuries’ (al-Bukhari). 


In this case, the irà ‘liyyat do not necessarily 
contradict the hadith, and the ten centuries could be 
between the creation of Adam (v) and the birth of 
Nüh (v),not the period between their deaths. 


After the death of Adam (v), the people remained 
on pure tawhid for several generations. 


There were a number of pious worshippers amongst 
one of the communities named Wadd, Suwa‘, 
Yagüth, Ya'üq, and Nasr (Q. 71:23). After their 
deaths, Shaytan suggested that statues be built in 
honour of their piety and as inspiration. Many years 
later Shaytan came again suggesting that the statues 
be moved inside the places of worship - even at this 
stage, the people did not worship these idols – their 
backs would be turned to the statues as they 
worshipped Allah (I) alone. However, they failed to 
communicate the status of these statues to their 
children. 


Again, many years later, Shaytan whispered 
suggesting that they place the statues in front of 
them as reminders of the piety of their predecessors 
in their worship of Allah (1). 


Finally, as years passed so did memories of these 
pious worshippers, people forgot why these statues 
had been erected in the first place and Shaytan 
came and whispered to them that their forefathers 
had worshipped these statues and so should they. 
This was how idolatry started. 


Ibn ‘Abbas (t) explained: ‘Following the 
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Nah’s (о) Message 
and People 


death of the righteous men, Satan inspired 
their people to erect statues in the places 
where they used to sit. They did this, but 
these statues were not worshiped until the 
later generations deviated from the right way, 
worshipping them as their idols.” 


In his version, Ibn Jarir narrated: ‘There were 
righteous people who lived in the period between 
Adam (v) and Nüh (v), their followers held them as 
models of piety while they lived. After their death, 
their friends who used to emulate them said: “If we 
make statues of them, it will be more pleasing to us 
in our worship and will remind us of them.’ So they 
built statues of them, and after they had died and 
others came after them, Iblis crept into their minds 
saying: “Your forefathers used to worship them, 
and through that worship they got rain.” So they 
worshipped them.’ 


Allah (1) sent Маһ (о) to this community of idol 
worshippers, calling back to the worship of Allah 
alone. Nüh was very patient, and used a variety of 
da ‘wah techniques in calling his people to tawhid. 


el уі Si dal 


He said, ‘My Lord, indeed I have invited my people 
[to truth] night and day. But my invitation 
increased them not except in flight. And indeed, 
every time I invited them that You may forgive 
them, they put their fingers in their ears, covered 
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themselves with their garments, persisted, and were 
arrogant. I invited them publicly. I called to them 
openly and [also] confided to them secretly. And 
said, “Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He is 
ever a Perpetual Forgiver. He will send [rain from] 
the sky upon you in [continuing] showers. And give 
you increase in wealth and children and provide for you 
gardens and provide for you rivers. What is [the 
matter] with you that you do not attribute to Allah 
[due] grandeur. While He has created you in 
stages? "' (Surat Nüh, 71:5-14) 


The message of Nüh (v) divided the people: many 
of the weak, the poor, and downtrodden were 
touched by his words and accepted his call. 
However, the rich and elite of society disbelieved in 
Nüh (v); they recognised the truth of his call but 
when they saw that the weak and lowly had 
accepted his message first they offered their belief 
to him so long as the poor and weak were 
dismissed. To this demand, Nüh (v) responded: 
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And О my people, I ask not of you for it any wealth. 
My reward is only from Allah. And I am not one to 


drive away those who have believed. Indeed, they 
will meet their Lord, but I see that you are a people 
behaving ignorantly. O my people, who would 
protect me from Allah if I drove them away? Then 
will you not be reminded? And I do not tell you that I 
have the depositories [containing the provision] of Allah 
or that I know the unseen, nor do I tell you that I am an 
angel, nor do I say of those upon whom your eyes look 
down that Allah will never grant them any good. Allah is 
most knowing of what is within their souls. Indeed, І 
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Тһе command to 
build an ark 


would then be among the wrongdoers (Surat Нйа, 
11:29-31). 


Nüh (v) continued to patiently call his people to 
Islam for 950 years. 
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Indeed We sent Noah to his people and he stayed 
among them a thousand years less fifty [inviting 
them to believe in the Oneness of Allah and discard 
the false gods and other deities]... (Sürat Ankabit, 
29:14). 
During this entire period, only а handful accepted 
the message of Nüh (о). The highest estimate, 
given by Ibn Abbas (т), is a total of only 80 people 


who believed in the message of Nüh (v) іп all that 
time. 


The disbelievers became so obstinate against Nüh 
(v) that every subsequent generation would be 
warned by its elders to ignore Nüh (v) and reject 
his message. 


The ark and big flood 


There came a day when Allah (I) revealed to Nüh 
(v) that no others would accept his message. At this 
point, Nüh (v) prayed that the disbelievers be 
destroyed. He said: 


Ge Wy tps Í; 20502 Ilai 4А)05 oj É 


"a 


hud 


Indeed, if You leave them, they will mislead Your 
servants and beget only the wicked and disbelievers 
(Surat Nüh, 71:27). 

His prayer was accepted, and Allah (I) ordered Nüh 

(v) to build an ark with His knowledge and 
instructions, and with the help of the angels. When 
Nüh (v) was building the ark, the disbelievers 
would mock him each time they passed by him. 
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“Апа construct the ship under Our observation and 
Our inspiration and do not address Me concerning 
those who have wronged; indeed, they are [to be] 
drowned.’ And he constructed the ship, and 
whenever an assembly of the nobility passed by 
him, they ridiculed him. He said, ‘If you ridicule us, 
then we will ridicule you just as you ridicule. And 
you are going to know who will get a punishment 
that will disgrace him [on earth] and upon whom 
will descend an enduring punishment [in the 
Hereafter] ' (Sürat Hüd, 11:37-9). 


Nüh (v) said: 
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And [Noah] said, ‘Embark therein; in the name of 
Allah is its course and its anchorage. Indeed, my 
Lord is Forgiving and Merciful’ (Sürat Hüd, 11: 
41). 
The ship sailed amidst waves which were as high as 


mountains; and Nüh (v) called out to his son, who 
had separated himself [from the believers]. 


Destruction of the 
people of Nah (v) 


At its appointed time, the flood came; the sign Nüh 
(v) was given was that water would gush from his 

oven. Nüh hurried to the ark with all the believers, 
taking with him the other creatures he was ordered 
to take by Allah (I). 
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[So it was], until when Our command came and the 
oven overflowed, We said, ‘Load upon the ship of 
each [creature] two mates and your family, except 
those about whom the word has preceded, and 
[include] whoever has believed.’ But none had 
believed with him, except a few (Surat Hüd, 11:40). 


In addition to water rising from the oven and other 
cracks in the earth, an unprecedented rain also fell. 
Moreover waves, as high as mountains, towered the 
ark; the ark would not have withstood such waves 
had it not been for the mercy of Allah (I). While the 
flood waters were rising, Маһ (о) called upon his 
son, who had pretended to believe in the message 
but was a hypocrite: 
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And it sailed with them through waves like 
mountains; Nüh called to his son who was apart 
[from them], ‘O my son, come aboard with us and 
be not with the disbelievers.’ He said, ‘I will take 
refuge on a mountain to protect me from the water.’ 
[Nüh] said, ‘There is no protector today from the 
decree of Allah, except for whom He gives mercy.’ 
And the waves came between them, and he was 
among those drowned (Sürat Hüd, 11:42-3). 


The flood continued until Allah (I) decreed that it 
should be over, it was said: 
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The death of Nah 
(v) 


And it was said, ‘O earth, swallow your water, and 
О sky, withhold [your rain].’ And the water 
subsided, and the matter was accomplished, and the 
ship came to rest on the [mountain of] Judiyy. And 
it was said, ‘Away with the wrongdoing people.’ 
(Sürat Нйа, 11:44) 


s osa 


It was said, “О Nūh, disembark in security from Us 
and blessings upon you and upon nations 
[descending] from those with you. But other nations 
[of them] We will grant enjoyment; then there will 
touch them from Us a painful punishment’ (Sūrat 
Нйа, 11:48). 


After the flood subsided, Маһ (о) prostrated to 
Allah (I), he and the believers fasted in gratitude. 
The Qur'an is silent regarding the death of Nüh (v), 
but there is a hadith: 


“When the death of the Messenger of Allah 
Маһ (о) approached, he admonished his 
sons: ‘I advise you, commanding you to do 
two things, and warning you against doing 
two things. I charge you to believe that there 
is no god but Allah and that if the seven 
heavens and the seven earths were put on one 
side of a scale and the words ‘there is no god 
but Allah’ were put on the other, the latter 
would outweigh the former. I warn you 
against associating partners with Allah and 
against pride” (al-Bukhari). 
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Remember and reflect 


1. 


3. 


Patience and gradualness of Shaytan 


Shaytan did not invite mankind to commit shirk outright. Instead, he 
whispered over a period of time to numerous generations, gradually 
introducing the idea. His success was also a result of the elders not 
giving religious guidance to those who followed them, each subsequent 
generation thus took their worship further away from Nüh's (о) 
guidance — step by step — similarly, it falls on us to raise our children 
well and correctly teach them the pure message of Islam. 


Da wah techniques 


When calling people to Islam, we must remember to be patient and 
consistent, no matter how fruitless our endeavours may seem. We must 
also utilise different techniques in our da ‘wah, and tailor the delivery 
of the message to suit the type people and circumstances. 


The benefits of istighfar 
Sig ops ыз тш Ae ai us 


[Nith (v) said]: ‘I said to them, “Ask forgiveness from your 
Lord, verily, He is Oft-Forgiving; 
He will send rain to you in abundance, and give you increase in 
wealth and children, and bestow on you gardens and bestow on 
you rivers’ (Sürat Nüh, 71:10-2) 


Tawakkul in Allah (1) 


The waves that ark traversed were as high as mountains, and it was 
only and only Allah's (I) decree and mercy that ensured its safe 
passage. 


Physical appearances and what is manifested on the outside does 
not give you the complete picture. 


Do not assume poor or lower class people are worse off. 
Piety is not guaranteed through kinship or company 


Nüh's (о) wife was not a believer, so she did not join him; neither did 
one of his sons who was a hypocrite, only pretending at belief in front 
of his father. 
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Prophet Hid (о) 


Lineage 


According to Ibn Jarir Hiid (v) was the great-great 
grandson of Nüh (о) 


People of ‘Ad 


The message of 
Най (о) 


The people of ‘Ad lived іп the southern part of the 
Arabian peninsula, in an area between Yemen and 
Oman. According to Ibn Jarir, the tribe of “Ad were 
descendants of Prophet Nüh (о) through his son, 
Shem. 


They were well built in stature and known for 
constructing tall buildings. ‘Ad were also blessed 
with much power and wealth, but they became 
arrogant and ungrateful for the blessings that Allah 
(1) had bestowed upon them. 


The ‘Ad believed in Allah (I), but they associated 
partners with Him. 


The message of Hiid (v) was none other than to 
worship Allah (I) alone. 
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And to ‘Ad [We sent] their brother Hiid. He said, 
‘O my people, worship Allah; you have no deity 
other than Him. You are only inventors [of 


falsehood] ’ (Sürat Нйа, 11:50). 


In addition to sawhid, Най (о) preached to his 
people regarding life after death, and that Allah (1) 
would hold them all to account for what they had 
done. 
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Their rejection of the truth and destruction 


People of ‘Ad 
rejected Hüd's (о) 
message 


The tribe of ‘Ad refused to believe in the message; 
they thought that Hüd (о) had an ulterior motive 
and wanted mastery over them. In response, he 
said: 
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O my people, I do not ask you for it any reward. My 
reward is only from the One who created me. Then 
will you not reason? And O my people, ask 
forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him. 
He will send [rain from] the sky upon you in 
showers and increase you in strength [added] to 
your strength. And do not turn away [being] 
criminals’ (Sürat Hüd, 11:51-2) 


They also resorted to calling him names, and their 
chiefs called people to disbelieve in his message: 
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Does he promise you that when you have died and 
become dust and bones that you will be brought 
forth [once more]? How far, how far, is that which 
you are promised. Life is only our worldly life - we 
die and live, but we will not be resurrected. He is 
not but a man who has invented a lie about Allah, 
and we will not believe him (Sürat а!-Ми тіпіп, 
23:35-8) 


Tertiary hvel weekend courses 


www.alkauthar.org 


27 


Destruction of Ultimately, when no more of ‘Ad were going to 
people of ‘Ad believe in the message, Allah (I) fulfilled His 
promise. After a period of drought, Hüd (о) warned 
the people that Allah (I) was angry with them, and 
that there was still time to reform; instead of 
heeding his warning they mocked him 


Then, a day came when the sky was full of clouds, 
raising ‘Ad’s hope that there would be abundant 
rainfall. The burning dry heat changed to stinging 
cold, and a wind that shook everything, increasing 
day by day. 
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And as for “а, they were destroyed by a 
screaming, violent wind. Which Allah subjected 
them to for seven nights and eight days in 


succession, so you would see the people therein 
fallen as if they were hollow trunks of palm trees 
(Sürat al-Haqqah, 69:6-7). 


The winds did not stop until all the disbelievers 
were destroyed. The believers were saved and 
migrated to an area known as Hadramawt, they 
established a community that worshipped Allah (I) 
alone. 


Remember and reflect 

Things that lead to Allah’s wrath, anger and rejection include: 
1. Being ungrateful for blessings received. 

2. Arrogance over one's state, blessings or ability etc. 


3. Indifference to or disbelief in the Akhirah and the Day of 
Judgement. 
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Prophet Salih (о) 


The message of 
Salih (v) 


Lineage Salih (v) was born to a respected and noble family 
in Thamüd, in the eighth generation after Nüh (о). 
People of Thamüd | After the destruction of the “Ай, the tribe of 


Thamüd rose to regional prominence. Thamüd was 
located in the north-western area of the Arabian 
peninsula, along the route to al-Sham. 


The capital city of this nation was known as al-Hijr, 
and it covered thousands of acres, parts of the city 
are still visible today. Like their predecessors ‘Ad, 
the Thamüd also fell prey to idolatory. As their 
material wealth increased, so did their evil ways 
while their virtue decreased. 


Salih b. Ubayd (v) was the prophet sent to these 
people; prior to his prophethood he was greatly 

respected by his people, so much so that he was 
considered to be one of the next in line to be the 
chief of his people. 


Like Nüh (о) and Hüd (v) before him, Salih 
(v)called his people towards the worship of Allah 
(I) without any partners. Although some of his 
people accepted, the majority of Thamüd 
disbelieved in him. 
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And to Thamüd [We sent] their brother Salih. He 
said, “О my people, worship Allah; you have no 


deity other than Him. He has produced you from 
the earth and settled you in it, so ask forgiveness of 


Him and repent to Him. Indeed, my Lord is near 
and responsive’ (Sürat Hüd, 11:61). 
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In addition to being mentioned 
in pre-Islamic Arab history, 
Thamüd are also mentioned in 
the histories of the Assyrian, 
Greek, and Roman nations. 
They were known for carving 
buildings and homes out of 
solid rock. 

Even in the ancient days, the 
population of this city 
numbered approximately half a 
million inhabitants. 


They said, ‘O Salih, you were among us а тап of 
promise before this. Do you forbid us to worship 
what our fathers worshipped? And indeed we are, 
about that to which you invite us, in disquieting 
doubt’ (Sürat Нйа, 11:62). 


The miracle and thi 


eir destruction 


Miracle of Salih (о) 


Fearing his message and the impact it would have 
on their position and wealth, Thamüd demanded a 
miraculous sign from Salih (v). Pointing to a rock, 
they asked, “Ask your Lord to extract a she camel, 
which must be 10 months pregnant, tall and 
attractive, from this rock." 


When the people pledged belief in Salih (о) after 
such a miracle, Salih made du à ' to Allah (I ) to 
grant their request. In front of their eyes, a giant 
she-camel was created from solid rock, 10 months 
pregnant! Salih (v) ordered that the camel have 
exclusive rights to drink from the wells on one day, 
The camel would also eat and sleep in a particular 
area, and no other animals would come near these 
places. For a while, the people were in awe, and 
they left the she-camel alone. 
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And О my people, this is the she-camel of Allah — 

[she is] to you a sign. So let her feed upon Allah 's 

earth and do not touch her with harm, or you will 

be taken by an impending punishment (Sürat Нйа, 
11:64). 


People of Thamüd 
resented the 
miracle of Allah (1) 


Because the she-camel was larger than normal, it 
would drink up all the water in the well and 
frightened the other cattle. Although it produced 
enough milk to feed a great number of people, 
Тһатйа gradually came to resent the camel. So 
much so that some women offered themselves / 
their daughters on condition that the man kill the 
she-camel. A group of men united for this purpose, 
and one of them struck it in its leg, forcing it to 
lower itself; then, another man struck the camel in 
the neck, thereby killing it. These men were 
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celebrated for their act by the disbelievers of 

Thamüd. In their pomp and arrogance, they mocked 

Salih (v) and asked him to bring forth whatever 

punishment he was going to bring. 
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So they hamstrung the she-camel апа were insolent 
toward the command of their Lord and said, ‘O 

Salih, bring us what you promise us, if you should 

be of the messengers’ (Surat al-A raf, 7:77). 


Hoping that they would see their error and repent, 
Salih (v) gave them three days warning prior to the 
punishment of Allah (1); yet they mockingly asked 
for immediate punishment. 
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He said, ‘O my people, why are you impatient for 

evil instead of good? Why do you not seek 
forgiveness of Allah that you may receive mercy?’ 
(Sürat al-Naml, 27:46) 


Nine disbelieving men from the noble families of 
Тһатйа made a secret pact to kill Salih (v), 
plotting to claim ignorance of the perpetrators later. 
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Destruction of 
Thamüd 


And there were in the city nine family heads 
causing corruption in the land and not amending 
[its affairs]. They said, ‘Take a mutual oath by 
Allah that we will kill him by night, he and his 
family. Then we will say to his executor, "We did 
not witness the destruction of his family, and 
indeed, we are truthful. ”’ And they planned a plan, 
and We planned a plan, while they perceived not. 
Then look how was the outcome of their plan - that 
We destroyed them and their people, all. So those 
are their houses, desolate because of the wrong 
they had done. Indeed in that is a sign for people 
who know. And We saved those who believed and 
used to fear Allah (Sürat al-Naml, 27:48-53). 


After the passing of the third day, thunder and 


lightening filled the air and severe earthquakes 
shook the land. Despite the fact that Thamüd built 
their houses and buildings into the very mountains 
themselves, such protection could not save them. A 
terrible cry filled the air, and all of the disbelievers 
were struck dead at once. 
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So the earthquake seized them, and they became 
within their home [corpses] fallen prone. And he 
turned away from them and said, ‘О my people, І 
certainly conveyed to you the message of my Lord 
and advised you, but you do not like advisors’ 
(Surat al-A raf, 7:78-9) 


Remember and reflect 


1. Permitting evil without reproach can also lead to Allah’s wrath 


and punishment? 


The killers of the camel, and those who plotted to kill Salih (v) were 
only a handful, the majority did not partake in this, yet they were 
punished collectively as they did not resist the criminals, nor did they 
reproach them. If we too remain silent and allow for evil to spread 
amongst us then we, also, may be equally deserving of punishment. 
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The Father of the Prophets: [brahim (v) 


Status among 
prophets 


Birth and family 


Dawah 


1. Father of the prophets 


Ibrahim (v) is known as “ће father of the 
prophets’ as all subsequent prophets are from 
his descendants. 


Through his son Ismà'il (о) came Muhammad 
(p). Through his second son, Ishaq (v), came 
the other prophets, including Ya'qüb (v), Yüsuf 
(о), Маѕа (v), Dawiid (v), Sulayman (v) etc 


2. Ulü-l'azam 


Ibrahim (v) is one of the five ulü -Гагат, i.e. 
one of the five great prophets who had 
exceptionally strong patience and perseverance. 


3. Khalil of Allah (I) 


From among the five great prophets, Ibrahim 
(v) was singled out as the khalil of Allah (I). ОҒ 
all humanity, only Muhammad (p) had a higher 
status. 


Ibrahim (v) was born in ancient Babylon, in a 
civilization known as the Chaldeans. 


It is reported that he was born approximately 10 
generations after Nüh (v). However, scholars are 
uncertain about his exact ancestry. 


Ibrahim (о) calls 
his people to Islam 


From a very young age, Ibrahim (v) recognised 
idolatry to be wrong. He would discuss this with his 
father and people, but they remained obstinate. 
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The five и/й -Гагат аге Nüh 
(v),Ibrahim (о), Маѕа (о), 154 
(о), and Muhammad (р) 


e Ibráhim's (v) family were 
polytheists, his father was 
an idol maker! 


‘O my father, indeed there has come to те 
knowledge that which has not come to you, so 
follow me; I will guide you to an even path. O my 
father, do not worship Satan. Indeed Satan has ever 
been, to the Most Merciful, disobedient. O my 
father, indeed I fear that there will touch you a 
punishment from the Most Merciful so you would be 
to Satan a companion [in Hellfire]. [His father] 
said, ‘Have you no desire for my gods, O 
Abraham? If you do not desist, I will surely stone 
you, so avoid me a prolonged time.’ [Abraham] 
said, ‘Peace will be upon you. I will ask forgiveness 
for you of my Lord. Indeed, Не is ever gracious to 
me. And I will leave you and those you invoke other 
than Allah and will invoke my Lord. I expect that I 
will not be in invocation to my Lord unhappy’ 
(Sürat Maryam, 19:43-8). 
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When he said to his father and his people, ‘What 
are these statues to which you are devoted?’ They 
said, ‘We found our fathers worshippers of them.’ 
He said, ‘You were certainly, you and your fathers, 
in manifest error.’ They said, ‘Have you come to us 
with truth, or are you of those who jest?’ He said, 


‘[No], rather, your Lord is the Lord of the heavens 
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and the earth who created them, and I, to that, ат 
of those who testify’ (Surat al-Anbiya’, 21:52-6) 


Because of their persistence in idolatry Ibrahim (о) 
decided, on the day of their festival — when the 
people deserted the city — to go to the temple and 
destroy all the idols except one. He left the largest 
idol standing with the axe hung around its neck. 
When the people returned from the festival, they 
found their idols smashed: 
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They said, ‘Who has done this to our gods? Indeed, 
he is of the wrongdoers.’ They said, ‘We heard а 
young man mention them who is called Abraham.’ 
They said, ‘Then bring him before the eyes of the 
people that they may testify.’ They said, ‘Have you 
done this to our gods, O Abraham?’ He said, 
‘Rather, this - the largest of them - did it, so ask 
them, if they should [be able to] speak.’ So they 
returned to [blaming] themselves and said [to each 
other], ‘Indeed, you are the wrongdoers.’ Then they 
reversed themselves, [saying], ‘You already know 
that these do not speak!’ He said, ‘Then do you 
worship instead of Allah that which does not benefit 
you at all or harm you? Uff to you and to what you 
worship instead of Allah. Then will you not use 
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reason? ' (Sürat al-Anbiya’, 21:59-67) 


When Ibrahim (v) lay the blame on the largest idol, 
the people immediately realized the impossibility of 
the idol being guilty as it was indeed powerless. In 
this brief moment, they realized how deluded their 
belief was. However, their arrogance and 
stubbornness prevented them from acknowledging 
this. 


Ibrahim (о) saved 
from the fire 


In an attempt to avenge their idols, they decided to 
burn Ibrahim (о) and prepared a huge fire, digging 
a deep pit and collecting fuel over some days. The 
fire was incredibly hot, so much so that birds flying 
above it would drop down dead due to its heat. It 
was thus impossible to go near the fire and push 
Ibrahim (v) in, and finally, Ibrahim’s (v) hands and 
feet were bound, and he was thrown in via a 
catapult. The Angel Jibra'il came to Ibrahim (о) 
and asked, “O Ibrahim do you wish for anything?" 
Ibrahim replied: "Nothing from you." As Ibrahim 
(v) was lowered into the fire, Allah (I) commanded: 
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We said, ‘O fire, be coolness and safety for 
Ibrahim’ (Sürat al-Anbiyà ', 21:69). 


The fire only burned the ropes he was bound by, 
and Ibrahim (v) praised and glorified Allah (I). His 
people watched in amazement when Ibrahim (v) 
eventually climbed out of the pit. 
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And they intended for him harm, but We made them 
the greatest losers (Sürat al-Anbiya’, 21:70) 


Ibrahim (о) and 
Namrud 


The king of the nation, Namrüd, heard of Ibrahim’s 
(v) miraculous exit from the fire. He felt threatened 
for his own status, as he claimed to be a god to his 
subjects; thus, he summoned Ibrahim and debated 
with him: 
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Hijrah, Hajar, and 


Hijrah and Hajar 


2 
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Have you not considered the опе who argued with 
Abraham about his Lord [merely] because Allah 
had given him kingship? When Abraham said, ‘My 
Lord is the one who gives life and causes death,’ he 
said, ‘I give life and cause death.’ Abraham said, 
‘Indeed, Allah brings up the sun from the east, so 
bring it up from the west.’ So the disbeliever was 
overwhelmed [by astonishment], and Allah does not 
guide the wrongdoing people (Surat al-Baqarah, 
2:258). 


star worshippers 


After all his years of da‘wah and calling people to 
Islam, only two people accepted his message, his 
nephew, Lit (v), and his wife, Sarah. So Ibrahim 
(v) made hijrah, and left his homeland to spread the 
message of Islam. 
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And Lot believed him. [Abraham] said, ‘Indeed, І 
will emigrate to [the service of] my Lord. Indeed, 
He is the Exalted in Might, the Wis.’ (Sürat al- 
"Ankabüt, 29:26) 


During one of his journeys, Ibrahim (v) passed into 
a land ruled by a tyrant king. The king was 
informed that the wife of Ibrahim (v), Sarah, was 
very beautiful. When he questioned Ibrahim (v) as 
to who she was, Ibrahim replied that she was his 
sister. 


Ibrahim (о) went to Sarah said *O Sarah! There are 
no believers on the surface of the earth except you 
and I. This man asked me about you and I have told 
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The star 
worshippers 


him that you are my sister do not contradict my 
statement.’ 


The tyrant king then summoned Sarah, and when 
she arrived, he tried to forcibly hold her. When he 
tried to do so, his hand became stiff and he could 
not move it. So he asked Sarah to pray for its 
release and promised not to harm her. 


However, when Allah (I) cured him, he broke his 
promise and again attempted to hold Sarah, and 
again he became paralyzed. He repeated his request 
to Sarah, who again prayed for his cure. After this, 
he called one of his guards and accused Sarah of 
being a devil, rather than a human. As a gift, and 
possibly to ward off any evil omens he may have 
perceived, he gifted one of his slaves, Hajar, to her. 


Later, Sarah gave Hajar to Ibrahim (v), and she 
bore him Ismà'il (о), the grandfather of the Arabs. 


Ibrahim (о) came across a people who were 
worshipping stars. Instead of directly telling them 
that worshipping stars was useless and that they 
should worship the Creator of the stars, Ibrahim (v) 
used their own reasoning against them. 
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So when the night covered him [with darkness], he 
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Onwards to 
Makkah 


saw a star. He said, ‘This is my lord.’ But when it 
set, he said, ‘I like not those that disappear.’ And 
when he saw the moon rising, he said, ‘This is my 
lord.’ But when it set, he said, ‘Unless my Lord 
guides me, I will surely be among the people gone 
astray.’ And when he saw the sun rising, he said, 
‘This is my lord; this is greater.’ 

But when it set, he said, “О my people, indeed 1 am 
free from what you associate with Allah. Indeed, І 
have turned my face toward He who created the 
heavens and the earth, inclining toward truth, and I 
am not of those who associate others with Allah’ 
(Sarat al-An ‘ат, 6:76-9). 


Some scholars suggested that this thought process 
was one that Ibrahim (v) genuinely went through, 
searching for the truth. However, others have said 
that a prophet as great as Ibrahim (v) would have 
been protected from committing shirk, even as a 
mistake. And Allah (1) knows best. 


Makkah, the sacrifice, and building the Ka*bah 


Ibrahim (v) told Hajar to prepare for a long 
journey. Soon thereafter, the two of them set out 
from their home with their son Ismà'il (v), who was 
still nursing. Eventually they reached a barren 
valley in the middle of the Arabian desert. Ibrahim 
(v) left his wife and only son in the desert, and 
turned homeward. 


Hajar hurried after him, asking where he was going 
and why they were being left in the desert. Ibrahim 
(о) did not answer her, even when she repeated her 
question. Finally, she asked, “Did Allah (1) 
command you to do this?’ To this question, he 
simply replied ‘Yes’, and continued walking. 


Satisfied, Hajar replied with full conviction that He 
(1) would never leave them to perish. Ibrahim (о) 
later prayed: 
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And [mention, O Muhammad], when Ibrahim said, 
“Му Lord, make this city [Makkah] secure and keep 
me and my sons away from worshipping idols. My 
Lord, indeed they have led astray many among the 
people. So whoever follows me - then he is of me; 
and whoever disobeys me - indeed, You are [yet] 
Forgiving and Merciful. Our Lord, I have settled 
some of my descendants in an uncultivated valley 
near Your sacred House, our Lord, that they may 
establish prayer. So make hearts among the people 
incline toward them and provide for them from the 
fruits that they might be grateful. Our Lord, indeed 
You know what we conceal and what we declare, 
and nothing is hidden from Allah on the earth or in 
the heaven (Sürat Ibrahim, 14:35-8) 


The Story of the 
Sacrifice 


Allah (I) told us of Ibrahim's (v) trial with his 
beloved son: 
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Building the 
Ka‘bah 


And when he reached with him [the age of] 
exertion, he said, ‘O my son, indeed I have seen in 
а dream that I [must] sacrifice you, so see what you 
think.’ He said, ‘O my father, do as you are 
commanded. You will find me, if Allah wills, of the 
steadfast.’ And when they had both submitted and 
he put him down upon his forehead, We called to 
him, ‘O Ibrahim, You have fulfilled the vision.’ 
Indeed, We thus reward the doers of good. Indeed, 
this was the clear trial. And We ransomed him with 
a great sacrifice, And We left for him [favourable 
mention] among later generations: ‘Peace be upon 
Ibrahim.’ Indeed, We thus reward the doers of 
good. Indeed, he was one of Our believing servants 
(Surat al-Saffat, 37:102-11) 


Ibrahim (v) later returned to Makkah and met his 
son Ismà il (о). He said, “О Isma‘il! Allah has 
given me an order.” Ismà'il (v) said: “о what your 
Lord has ordered you to do." Ibrahim (v) asked: 
“Will you help те?” Isma‘il (v) said: “1 will help 
you.” Ibrahim (v) said: “Allah has ordered me to 
build a house here,” pointing to a small hill that was 
higher than the land around it. 
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His Final Words 


Final words to his 
children 


And [mention] when Ibrahim was raising the 
foundations of the House and [with him] Іѕта Ті, 
[saying], ‘Our Lord, accept [this] from us. Indeed 
You are the Hearing, the Knowing. Our Lord, and 
make us Muslims [in submission] to You and from 

our descendants a Muslim nation [in submission] to 

You. And show us our rites and accept our 

repentance. Indeed, You are the Accepting of 
repentance, the Merciful. Our Lord, and send 

among them a messenger from themselves who will 

recite to them Your verses and teach them the Book 

and wisdom and purify them. Indeed, You are the 
Exalted in Might, the Wise’ (Surat al-Baqarah, 
2:127-9). 


Many years had passed. Ibrahim (v), who was once 
thrown into a fire by his own father, and left his 
homeland and faced many difficult trials, only to 
overcome them all, was on his deathbed. 


Not only had Allah (I) blessed Ibrahim (v) in his 
old age with two sons who would go on to become 
Prophets, but he was also blessed to witness the 
birth of his grandson Ya qüb (v), who would grow 
up to be a Prophet as well. 


And yet Ibrahim (v) never relented, and always 
called for his family and community to come back 
to submission to Allah (I). He himself was foremost 
in surrendering his whims to Allah (I). His 
readiness to surrender was the very characteristic 
that raised his honour for generations to come. 
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Апа who would be averse to the religion of Ibrahim 
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except опе who makes a fool of himself. And We 
had chosen him in this world, and indeed he, in the 
Hereafter, will be among the righteous. When his 
Lord said to him, ‘Submit’, he said ‘I have 
submitted [in Islam] to the Lord of the worlds.’ And 
Ibrahim instructed his sons [to do the same] and 
[so did] Ya ай, [saying], ‘О my sons, indeed Allah 
has chosen for you this religion, so do not die 
except while you are Muslims’ (Sürat al-Baqarah, 
2:130-2). 


Rmember and reflect 


1. Pure submission 

2. Tawakkul 

3. Wisdom іп da ‘wah 
4. Humility 


5. Honour is only acquired through submission to Allah (1) 
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Prophet Isma'il (о) 


Settled in Makkah 


While he was still a young child, Ibrahim (о) 
brought his son Ismà'il (v) and his mother Hajar to 
a barren valley; where Makkah stands. He provided 
some dates and water for Isma‘il (о) and his mother 
and left. Hajar briefly followed him, asking: “О 
Ibrahim! Where are you going, leaving us in this 
valley where there is no person whose company we 
may enjoy, nor is there anything to enjoy?’ she 
repeated her question, but he did not respond. 
Eventually, she asked him: “Has Allah ordered you 
to do so?’ He said: “Yes.” She then said: “Then He 
will not neglect us.” 


On reaching a location where neither Hajar or 
Ismà'il could see him anymore, Ibrahim (о) faced 
the qibla and, raising both hands, made du ‘a’: 
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Our Lord, I have settled some of my descendants in 
an uncultivated valley near Your sacred House, our 
Lord, that they may establish prayer. So make 
hearts among the people incline toward them and 
provide for them from the fruits that they might be 
grateful (Strat Ibrahim, 14:37) 


According to a narration from Ibn ‘Abbas (т), 
Isma‘il’s (v) mother went on suckling him and 
drinking the water. When the water in the water 
skin had been used up, she became thirsty and her 
child also became thirsty. She looked at Ismà'il (о) 
tossing in agony and left him, running to the nearest 
mountain to her [which is now known as al-Safa] 
looking for someone or any sign of help, but found 
none. Then she got down from al-Safa and crossed 
the valley until she came to the next mountain, al- 
Магма. Again, she looked for a sign of help, but 
found none. Altogether, she ran between Safa and 
Marwa seven times. 
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The tribe of 
Jurhum 


When she reached Marwa for the last time, she saw 
an angel at where the Zamzam well is now located, 
digging the earth with his heel [according to other 
narrations, his wing] until water began flowing. 
Hajar rushed to try and contain the water, by trying 
to make a basin around it. 


The Prophet (p) added: “May Allah bestow 
mercy on Isma‘il's mother! Had she let the 
Zamzam flow without trying to control it, or 
had she not scooped from that water to fill 
her water skin, Zamzam would have been a 
stream flowing оп the surface of the earth.’ 


The Prophet (p) continued: “Then she drank water 
and suckled her child. The angel said to her: “Do 
not be afraid of being neglected, for this is the 
House of Allah (I) which will be built by this boy 
and his father, and Allah (I) never neglects His 
people.” 


Hajar and Ismà il (о) lived near the well of zamzam 
for a time, until some members of the tribe of 
Jurhum passed by their way. They had seen a bird 
flying above the area from afar; a type of bird that 
had a habit of sticking close to water. 


This confused the Jurhumites, for they knew that 
there was no water in the valley. They sent ahead a 
few scouts, who confirmed that there was indeed 
now a source of water in the area. 


When they all arrived, they found Hajar sitting near 
the well. Despite outnumbering her and Isma‘il (v), 
and easily able to overpower them, they asked for 
permission to stay near the well and use its water. 


Hajar, who loved the company of people, was 
overjoyed. She agreed to let them stay and use the 
water, but on the condition that ownership of the 
water would stay with her and Isma‘il (v). 


The small band of Jurhumites settled, and later they 
sent for their families, some of whom became 
permanent residents in the area. 


Thus Isma‘il (о) spent his life in the company of 
the tribe of Jurhum, and learned the Arabic 
language from them. They adopted him as one of 


Tertiary Mee weekend courses 


www.alkauthar.org 


45 


their own, and loved him for his nobility of 
character and his excellent manners 


the Ka‘bah, and descendants 


When Isma ‘il (о) was ап adult, the people of 
Jurhum married a woman from amongst their own 
to him. 


According to some narrations, Ibrahim (v) came to 
visit Ismà'il occasionally. On one such occasion, һе 
arrived after Ismà'il (о) had gotten married. 
Ibrahim (v) came to his house, but he did not find 
Ismà'il there. When he asked Ismàa 1175 (v) wife 
about his whereabouts, she replied that he had gone 
out in search of provisions. 


Upon questioning her about the quality of her life, 
she complained of minor issues. Ibrahim (v) 
replied, *When your husband returns, convey my 
salutations to him and tell him to change the 
threshold of the gate [of his house]. 


Soon thereafter, Ismà'il (v) arrived home and felt 
something was amiss, and his wife confirmed that 
an old man had come asking for him. She also 
mentioned the advice of Ibrahim (v) to change the 
doorstep of the house. Ismà'il (о) understood this 
to mean that his father disapproved of her as a wife 
for him, and that he was ordering him to divorce 
her. 


However, the tribe of Jurhum loved him so much, 
that they married another one of their women to 
him. After a time, Ibrahim (v) came back, and he 
again did not find Isma‘il. He asked the new wife 
similar questions, and found that she was very 
thankful for what she had in life, regardless of the 
hardship she and her husband were enduring. So 
Ibrahim (v) asked her to convey his salaam to 
Isma'il, and said that he should keep the doorstep 
of his house. 


When Isma ‘il (v) returned, his wife informed him 
of the incident. Upon hearing the advice that his 
father had for him, Isma‘il (о) informed her that the 
man who had visited was his father, and that he had 
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ordered him to keep her as his wife 


Building of the 
Ka‘bah 


Descendants of 
Isma‘il 


In a narration by Ibn ‘Abbas, there is a tradition 
that states that Ibrahim (о) again came back to visit 
Ismà'il (о). This time, he found Isma 11 (v) near the 
well of zamzam, and said: 


*O Ismà'il, your Lord has ordered me to build a 
house for Him.” Ismà'il said: “Obey the order of 
your Lord.’ Ibrahim said: “Allah has also ordered 
me that you should help me therein.” 152 ТІ said: 
‘Then I will do so.” 


When the building became high and Ibrahim (v) 
could no longer lift the stones to such a high 
position, he stood over the stone of al-Maqam and 
Ismà'il carried on handing him the stones and both 
of them were saying: 
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And [mention] when Abraham was raising the 
foundations of the House and [with him] Ishmael, 
[saying], ‘Our Lord, accept [this] from us. Indeed 

You are the Hearing, the Knowing (Sürat al- 
Baqarah, 2:127) 


Little is known about the death of Ismà'il (v). What 
is known is that, through his marriage to the tribe 
of Jurhum, his descendents were many of the tribes 
we read about in the Sirah. The most important 
tribe was the Quraysh. 


Although there is disagreement over the exact 
lineage between Ismà'il (о) and Muhammad (р), it 
appears that there were approximately 60 
generations between these two. 


Remember and reflect 


1. Obedience to parents 


2. Submission to the will of Allah (1) 


3. Allah (I) provides means for the muttaqin 
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Prophet Ishaq (о) 


traditions 


Birth of Ishaq (о) 


Ishaq (v) in the 
Judeo-Christian 


Ishaq (v) was the second son of Ibrahim (v), the 
good tidings of his birth were conveyed to Ibrahim 
and Sarah via three angles: 


And his wife was standing, and she smiled. Then 
We gave her good tidings of Ishaq and after Ishaq, 
Уа qüb. She said, ‘Woe to me! Shall I give birth 
while I am an old woman and this, my husband, is 


an old man? Indeed, this is an amazing thing!’ They 
said, ‘Are you amazed at the decree of Allah? May 
the mercy of Allah and His blessings be upon you, 
people of the house. Indeed, He is Praiseworthy 
and Honorable’ (Siirat Hüd, 11:71-3) 


Neither the Qur'an nor the ahadith provide much 
information on the life of Ishàq (v). 


However, some of the mufassirin have mentioned 
that when Ibrahim (v) felt his life was near its end, 
he wanted to see Ishaq (v) married. Rather than 
having him married to one of the women of the 
local community he lived in (Canaan) due to their 
pagan tendencies, Ibrahim (v) had him married to 
one of the daughters of his brother's family, named 
Rebekah. 


Ishaq (v) married her at the age of forty and was 
blessed with twins, al-Eis, who is regarded as the 
father of the Romans, and Ya'qüb (v), who is also 
known as Isrá'il. 
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Prior to his birth, Allah 
(1) gave Ibrahim (о) the 
good news of Ishaq (v) 
through three angels who 
visited him. According to 
some narrations, these 
three angels were Jibra’il, 
Mika'il, and Israfil 

The angels arrived in the 
form of men Ibrahim (о) 
had never seen before. He 
slaughtered his best calf, 
and roasted it for them. 
When he served the food, 
he noticed they did not 
eat. At this, he became 
fearful, for if a guest 
refused to eat at the host’s 
invitation, it implied that 
ill intent. At this point, 
the men revealed 
themselves to be angels, 
and that they were on 
their way to fulfil the 
punishment from Allah 
(1) for Sodom (people that 
Lüt (v) was sent to). 


Prophet Lüt (о) 


Background 


Lit (v) was the nephew of Ibrahim (v), and was 
therefore from the Chaldean civilization. He was 
sent by Allah (I) to follow a separate path than 
Ibrahim (v), and was chosen to go to the nation of 
Sadüm (Sodom). 


The nation Lat (v) 
was sent to 


His Message 


Lüt's (о) message 


The nation of Sodom, and its principal city, was 
located on the western edge of what is now the 
“Dead Sea’, in the Palestine region. 


The people were an evil and corrupt community. 
They hijacked, robbed, and frequently killed 
travellers passing through their territory. 
Additionally, the men of the community would 
commit sodomy in public without any shame. 


The message that Lüt (v) was sent with was very 
simple: 
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The people of Lot denied the messengers. When 


their brother Lot said to them, ‘Will you not fear 
Allah? Indeed, I am to you a trustworthy 
messenger. So fear Allah and obey me. And I do not 
ask you for it any payment. My payment is only 
from the Lord of the worlds. Do you approach 
males among the worlds? And leave what your 
Lord has created for you as mates? But you are a 
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people transgressing’ (Sürat al-Shu‘ara’, 26:160-6) 


It is interesting to note that the message of Lit (v) 
was not a call to tawhid; none of the passages in the 
Qur'an describes him advising the people to 
worship Allah (I) alone. It may be that the 
community did not worship any god besides Allah 
(1), except for their lusts. 


The reaction 


The reaction of the people was outright rejection of 
his message. Only some members of his family 
accepted his message; even his wife was averse to 
the purity that he called to. Not only did the people 
disbelieve in Lüt (v), they also forbade him from 
speaking to, or giving shelter to travellers. In the 
Qur'an, we read: 
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They said, ‘Have we not forbidden you from 
[protecting] people?’ (Strat al-Hijr, 15:70) 


Finally, his people became fed up with the message 
and began to threaten him: 
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They said, ‘If you do not desist, O Lit, you will 
surely be of those evicted.’ He said, ‘Indeed, I am, 
toward your deed, of those who detest [it]. My 
Lord, save me and my family from [the 
consequence of] what they do.’ So We saved him 
and his family, all except an old woman among 
those who remained behind (Sarat al-Shu‘ara’, 
26:167-71) 


Tertiary hvel weekend courses 


www.alkauthar.org 


50 


Three visitors and punishment from Allah (I) 


Three visitors 


Three angels — by some accounts, Jibra'il, Mika'il 
and Israfil — went to the town of Sadüm in the guise 
of handsome men. They reached the walls of the 
city in the afternoon, and the first person to see 
them was the daughter of Lüt (v), who was a 
believer. 


Recognising their beauty, and fearing what would 
happen to them if they entered the city, she asked 

them to remain outside the city until Lit (о) could 
safely lead them inside. 


Lit (о) became distressed as he heard of their 
beauty and realized the difficult position he was in. 
On one hand, he did not want them to enter the city, 
knowing the evil of his people. On the other hand, 
if he refused to host them, he feared they might be 
hosted by one of the evildoers of the town. 


He decided to lead them back to his house at night, 
but as he did so, he dropped numerous hints about 
the evil and corrupt practices of the community and 
how travellers were not safe there, in the hope that 
these travellers would change their mind about 
resting in the city. 


What Lit (о) may not have realised was that in 
dropping these hints, he was actually providing 
witness against his community. No community had 
been destroyed in the past until its Prophet provided 
evidence against it, and the angels sent to Lüt (v) 
were in actuality recording his statements as proof 
against his people. 


Punishment from 


As the guests arrived at the house of Lüt (v), his 


Allah (I) wife, who was very much with the disbelievers, 
informed the town of the arrival of the guests and 
their beauty. The Qur'an tells us what happened 
next: 
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And the people of the city came rejoicing. [Lit] 
said, ‘Indeed, these are my guests, so do not shame 
me. And fear Allah апа do not disgrace me. They 
said, ‘Have we not forbidden you from [protecting] 
people?’ [Lüt] said, ‘These are my daughters - if 
you would be doers (of lawful marriage).’ By your 
life, [O Muhammad] indeed they were, in their 
intoxication, wandering blindly (Sürat al-Hijr, 
15:67-72). 


The people had by now become а mob, and some 
had broken into Lit’s (v) house. Seeing his grief 
and helplessness, the angels revealed their true 
nature, their purpose, and assured Lit that he would 
not be harmed. 


Upon hearing this, the mob fled the house, 
threatening Lit (v) as they left. The angels warned 
Lit to leave his house before sunrise, taking his 
entire family except his wife. 


At the time that Allah (I) decreed, a terrible 
earthquake shook the region, and the entire city was 
lifted and upturned. A storm of stones followed 
afterward, destroying and killing every single 
inhabitant within the town, including the wife of 
Lit (v). 


1. Nature of the sin 
The Qur’an never mentions shirk, only calling away from evil. 


2. Family connections cannot help you against Allah; you can only 
help yourself. 


Tertiary hvel weekend courses 
www.alkauthar.org 52 


Prophet Ya‘qib (о) 


Islamic traditions 
about Ya‘qib (о) 


Aside from the story told in Sürat Yusuf and a few 
verses pertaining to Ya'qüb's (v) religion as being 
Islam, there are not very many Islamic traditions on 
the life of Ya'qüb (v). 


From the Judeo- 
Christian 
Traditions 


The Isra’iliyyat tell us that Ya'qüb (v) had a twin 
brother named al-Eis (Esau) who was very jealous 
of him, due to the fact that Ishaq (v) appeared to 
love Ya'qüb (v) more. So much was this jealousy 
that al-Eis threatened to kill him after Ishaq (v) 
passed away. 


The mother of Ya'qüb (v) ordered him to go the 
land of Haran, and marry one of his cousins until 
al-Eis' anger had lessened. 


In Haran, Ya'qüb (v) settled down for twenty years 
and married two of his cousins. From these two 
cousins as well as from two slaves that he had, 
Ya'qüb (v) was blessed with 13 children: one 
daughter and twelve sons, one of whom was Yüsuf 


(v) 


Ya'qüb (v) later returned to his homeland of 
Canaan, and he found his brother al-Eis waiting for 
him with joy, and his anger and jealousy had 
subsided 


Sometime after he had returned, his father Ishàq (v) 
fell ill and passed away at the age of 180 years. 
Ya'qüb (v) and al-Eis buried him next to the grave 
of Ibrahim (v). 


On his own deathbed Ya'qüb (v) took a covenant 
from his sons: 
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Or were you witnesses when death approached 
Jacob, when he said to his sons, ‘What will you 
worship after me?’ They said, ‘We will worship 
your God and the God of your fathers, Abraham 
and Ishmael and Isaac - one God. And we are 
Muslims (in submission) to Him’ (Sürat al- 
Bagarah, 2:133). 


Prophet Yüsuf (v) 


Lineage 


Childhood 


Yüsuf (v) was the son of Ya'qüb (v) and his wife 
Rahil, known in the Isra’Tliyyat as Rachel. When 
his younger brother Binyamin was born, his mother 
passed away. 


Muhammad (p) was asked regarding who was the 
most honoured, he said: 


"The most honourable of them is one who is 
the most pious of them.” They said, ‘We are 
not asking about this.” He said, “Then, the 
most honourable of men was Yisuf (v), the 
Prophet of Allah, the son of a Prophet of 
Allah, who was the son of a Prophet of Allah, 
who was the son of the Khalil of Allah (i.e., 
Ibrahim (v))’ (al-Bukhari). 


Much of Yüsuf's (v) story can be found in Sarat 
Yüsuf, Q. 12, which details his life from beginning 
to end. Having been born to a long line of prophets, 
Yiisuf (v) was chosen by Allah (I) to go through 
hardship and difficulty from a very young age. 


When he was a child, he saw a dream in which 
eleven stars and the sun and the moon were 
prostrating to him. His father warned him not to 
relate this dream to his brothers, for he knew of 
their jealousy and worried that they might harm 
Yisuf (о) as a result (О. 12:4-5). 


The plot to kill 
Yüsuf (о) 


The affection that Ya'qüb (о) showed upon Yüsuf 
(v) and Binyamin was noticed by their half- 
brothers, who were all born to different mothers 
than Yüsuf (v). They could not understand why 
they did not receive more attention, because they 
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Yüsuf (0) was 
rescued and sold as 
a slave in Egypt 


were a group of young men and felt that they could 
provide their father with strength and protection. 


Their jealousy led them to plot to kill Yüsuf (v), in 
the hopes that their father may show them the 
affection they felt was their due. After committing 
this murder, they promised to be from amongst the 
righteous. However, one of the wisest of the 
brothers decided it would be better to have Үйѕиѓ 
(v) sent away (Q. 12:8-10). 


Having agreed upon a course of action, the brothers 
worked on persuading Ya'qüb (v) to let Yüsuf (v) 
come out and play with them. Ya'qüb (v) was not 
at ease with this decision, for he suspected 
something. However, he had tawakkul in Allah (I) 
and eventually relented, allowing them to take 
Yüsuf (v). 


Тһе brothers cast Yüsuf (о) down a well as 
originally planned, having removed his shirt 
beforehand which they stained with the blood of an 
animal. They brought it back to Ya'qüb (v) as 
evidence that a wolf had eaten Yüsuf (v), see Q. 
12:18. 


Ya'qüb (v) knew his sons were lying; he knew that 
Yüsuf (v) was alive, but being a father he could not 
help but worry. 


Thrown into the well, Yüsuf (v) initially pleaded 
with his brothers to let him out, but Allah (I) set 
him at ease. 


In the meantime, a caravan of travellers arrived at 
the well and lowered a bucket to retrieve water. 
Seeing his chance, Yüsuf (v) held onto the bucket 
and was pulled out. 


Rather than letting him go, the travellers 
imprisoned him and sold him as a slave in Egypt 


(Q. 12:19). 


In the slave market in Egypt, the beauty and youth 
of Yüsuf (v) attracted the highest bidders, al-' Aziz, 
a powerful official of high ranking in Egyptian 
society, purchased him. 


Because the Aziz realized he had not purchased a 
mere slave but someone who probably came from a 


i 


According to some 
traditions he saw the shirt 
that they produced as 
evidence and remarked, 
*What a merciful wolf! 
He ate up my son without 
tearing his shirt!" 


Some traditions that 
suggest the brothers were 
still present when the 
caravan of travellers 
arrived at the well, and 
that they sold Yüsuf (v) 
to the travellers. 
However, this is not 
mentioned in the Qur'an 


According to the 
Isrá'iliyyaat, the Aziz 
saw Yüsuf (v) and 
recognised his noble 
qualities, he realised he 
could not be a slave. And 
although he outbid all 
other potential buyers, the 
price he paid for Үйѕиѓ 
(v) was insignificant 
compared to his true 
value. 
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noble family, he put him іп charge of his own 
household (Q. 12:2—21) 


Temptation 


The peoples’ 
reaction 


The wife of the chief minister was named 
Zulaykha, and gradually she began to desire him 
Knowing her high status in society could get her 
anything she wanted, she tried to seduce Yüsuf (v), 
Q. 1223-4 


Yüsuf's (v) refusal only increased her desire. As he 
moved to the door to escape, she ran after him and 
grabbed hold of his shirt. As they reached the door, 
it opened suddenly and on the other side was her 
husband and one of her relatives. 


Upon seeing them, Zulaykha immediately accused 
Yüsuf (v) of trying to seduce her, suggesting that 
she was innocent of any lewd behaviour (Q. 12:25). 


Yüsuf (v) denied any wrongdoing on his part; to 
decide the matter it was suggested that Yüsuf's shirt 
be examined; when the husband examined Yüsuf's 
clothing he understood that Yüsuf (v) was indeed 
innocent, Q. 12:26—9. 


Word of Zulaikha's attempt at seducing her ‘slave’ 
spread amongst the aristocratic ladies and in an 
endeavour to defend herself, Zulaykha held a large, 
banquet, exclusively for the women. Rather than 
apologise or admit she was mistaken she confessed 
her desire and challenged the other ladies against 
feeling the same. She offered Yüsuf a choice 
between complying or imprisonment. 


After dinner, the guests were given fruits along 
with knives. Zulaykha then summoned Yüsuf (о) 
and as he entered the room, the women forgot they 
were cutting fruit. In fact so intoxicated were they 
with Yüsuf's (v) beauty that they only snapped out 
of their reverie when the knives cut right through 
the fruit and into their hands. 


The temptation was now magnified for Yüsuf (v), 
as he saw that not one, but many women were 
infatuated with him. He prayed to Allah (I) for a 
way out; indeed Allah (I) grants a way out for the 
God-fearing from ways they could have never 
imagined, Q. 12:31-4. 
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Abū ‘Ubaydah (т) said that 
this was a temptation and 
he resisted. In other words 
she tried to seduce him and 
had he not seen the proof 
of Allah, he would have 
been seduced. This is in 
keeping with the 
infallibility of prophets, as 
mentioned in О. 12:23-4. 


Yüsuf's (о) 
imprisonment 


The king’s dream 
and Үйвш (v)’s 
innocence 


Yüsuf (v) entered prison at about the same time as 
two other men — the king's cook and the king's 
cupbearer. In prison, Allah (I) granted Yüsuf the 
wisdom and insight to be able to interpret dreams. 


Both men realised that Yüsuf was not a common 
criminal; the light and the taqwà visible on his face 
led them to trust him. After a time, both men had 
dreams that they were anxious to have interpreted. 
They went to Yüsuf to have their dreams explained. 
Before interpreting the dreams he invited both men 
to tawhid, then he gave his interpretation of both 
dreams, and asked the man he believed would be 
released to mention his case to the king. But the 
cupbearer forgot about Yüsuf upon being released 
from prison, and Yüsuf remained in prison for some 
years. 


The king of the land dreamed of seven fat cows 
being eaten up by seven skinny cows, and seven 
green ears of corn, while seven other ears of corn 
were dry. He summoned his council seeking an 
interpretation, however, no one was able to provide 
a satisfactory interpretation, and all of them 
dismissed it. The cupbearer overheard all of this 
and remembered Yüsuf (v), he told the king that 
there was someone in prison who would be able to 
interpret this dream and went to Yüsuf who gave 
his interpretation. Not only did Yüsuf interpret the 
dream, he also advised the steps needed to 
minimise the negative part of the vision. When the 
king heard of this he sent for Yüsuf. 


Yüsuf (v), being the noble and pure soul that he 
was, refused to leave prison until his honour was 
cleared. The king summoned the women who 
accused Yūsuf of wrongdoing, all of whom 
unanimously proclaimed his innocence, admitting 
they were the criminals. 


Y üsuf (о) meets his 


Тһе years passed, and during the seven good years 


brothers of harvest, Yüsuf (v) used his authority to wisely 
allocate and store the crops. As such, when the 
drought came after seven years of plenty, many of 
the regions neighbouring Egypt suffered from 
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famine and hunger. Under Yüsuf's management, 
Egypt had surplus grain, which they sold to people 
in nearby regions. Among those seeking grain were 
Yüsuf's ten brothers (Binyamin stayed behind with 
Ya'qüb (v)), О. 12:58:62) 


Yüsuf (v) desired to see his younger brother again, 
and to this purpose, he refused to provide rations 
for Binyamin as he was not present with the group 
of brothers. Also, he secretly returned the money 
they had used to purchase the grain, in the hopes 
they would be back for more, and bring Binyamin 
with them, Q. 12:63-7. 


Yisuf (о) reveals 
his identity 


When the brothers returned to Egypt with 
Binyamin, Yüsuf (v) held a banquet in their 
honour. At this banquet, he secretly revealed his 
identity to his younger brother, and devised a plan 
to keep Binyamin with him. 


When preparing for their return to Canaan, Yüsuf 
secretly placed his own cup in Binyamin bags. 
When Yüsuf's officers confronted the brothers, 
they all claimed innocence, Q. 69-76. 


Binyamin was then taken as a slave not through the 
laws of Egypt, but through the law that the brothers 
of Yüsuf (v) themselves followed. Knowing that 
Ya'qüb (v) would not simply believe them that 
Binyamin was a thief, Judah, one of the brothers, 
refused to return to Ya'qüb until the issue of 
Binyamin was settled. 


Yüsuf (v) was happy that Judah also decided to 
stay, for he was the kindest and wisest of the other 
ten brothers. It was he who had urged the brothers 
not to kill Yüsuf many years earlier. As such, Yüsuf 
secretly ensured that Judah was taken care of during 
his stay in Egypt, О. 12:81-7. 


Y üsuf (v) reunites 
his family 


Upon their father's advice, Yüsuf's (v) brothers 
returned to Egypt to ask about the other brother. 
They begged Yüsuf to be charitable, because their 
family had been hit with hard times. Yüsuf spoke in 
their native tongue, and asked them, Q. 12:89-91. 


Realising his power held, the brothers feared Yüsuf 
(v) would punish them for what they did many 
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years before, but Yüsuf comforted them, Q. 12:92. 


Having forgiven them, Yüsuf (v) gave his shirt to 
his brothers, and asked them to place it over the 
face of his father to heal his eyesight. 


As the caravan neared Egypt, Ya'qüb (v) perceived 
the scent of Yüsuf (v). His wives and other 
members of his household thought he had gone 
mad. Ya'qüb broke his fast, and prayed for a very 
long time that night, Q. 12:96-8. 


Together, Ya'qüb (v) and his entire family came to 
Egypt, Q. 12:99-100. 


Remember and reflect 


8i 


The dangers of jealousy 


The brothers were so jealous of Yüsuf (v) that they were ready to 
kill him. We must stay away from jealousy because it can 
completely twist our perception of justice. 


The importance of patience 
Tawakkul 


Tawakkul means to trust in Allah [swt], but also take appropriate 
steps. 


Examples — Yisuf (v) telling the prisoner to remind the king 
about him. Also, when Ya‘ qüb (v) told his sons to enter the city 
by different gates 


Despairing of the mercy of Allah (1) 


Only the disbelievers despair of the Mercy of Allah (I), no matter 
what the situation may be like in our current time. 


The importance of forgiveness 
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Prophet Yünus (о) 


His people 


His message 


Repentance of his 
people 


Yünus (о) was sent to the town of Nineveh, situated 
in present day Iraq. His (v) people were polytheists, 
and he devoted much time in calling them tawhid. 


The people of Yünus (v) were unique among all the 
communities that the Prophets were sent to. 
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Has there been a [single] city that believed so its 
faith benefited it except the people of Jonah? When 
they believed, We removed from them the 
punishment of disgrace in worldly life and gave 
them enjoyment for a time (Sürat Yünus, 10:98) 


Yünus (v) preached to his people against idolatry, 
and warned them of Allah's (I) punishment. Much 
like the reaction of other disbelieving communities, 
the people of Yünus invited the punishment of 
Allah in their ignorance. 


Upon his people's rejection, Yünus (v) left his city 
in anger. However, even though his community had 
rejected and mocked the message, he had not yet 
been granted permission to leave his city. Soon 
after his departure, the skies changed colour, 
looking as if alight. The people were frightened, 
and considered if all the warnings that Yünus 
brought were true after all; thus they gathered in 
sincere repentance to Allah (I) and begged His 
forgiveness. Their repentance was accepted, and 
Allah removed the threatening clouds 


The Punishment 
and Forgiveness of 
Y ünus (о) 


Yünus (v) boarded a small ship. One night, a storm 
blew over it and they were in danger of sinking. 
They threw all their baggage overboard in an effort 
to lighten the ship, but it was not enough. 
Ultimately, they had to draw lots to see which 
passenger would have to jump overboard. Yünus 
realised that one of the reasons for throwing a 
passenger overboard was based on polytheistic 
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tradition. The captain of the ship was а mushrik, 
and felt that by ‘sacrificing’ a passenger to the sea, 
the gods would be appeased. Yünus' name was 
drawn, but the ship’s crew recognised that he was 
the noblest and most righteous among them so they 
drew names twice more, each time Yünus' name 
was drawn. 


Yünus (v) had no choice but to jump ship. As he 
disappeared into the waters his lips remained 
moistened with the dhikr of Allah. A large whale 
swallowed him up and settled at the bottom of the 
sea. Yünus then realised he was in three layers of 
darkness: the belly of the whale, the bottom of the 
ocean, and in the darkness of the night. 
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And [mention] the man of the fish, when he went off 
in anger and thought that We would not decree 
[anything] upon him. And he called out within the 
darkness, ‘There is no deity except You; exalted are 
You. Indeed, I have been of the wrongdoers' (Sūrat 
al-Anbiyà ', 21:87). 


Yünus (v) realised his mistake, and remembered 
Allah (I), Who forgave him due to his sincere 
repentance, and commanded the whale to spit 
Yünus (о) out onto a remote island. Yünus was ill 
and suffered from the acids in the stomach of the 
whale. When the sun rose, its rays burned him and 
he was on the verge of screaming due to pain. 
However, he continued glorifying Allah (I), and 
Allah (I) caused a plant to grow over him, shielding 
him from the rays of the sun. 


Epilogue 


Had Yünus (v) not been from amongst those who 
had regularly praised Allah (I), he would have 
remained in the stomach of the whale until the Day 
of Judgement. 
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And indeed, Jonah was among the messengers. 
[Mention] when he ran away to the laden ship. And 
he drew lots and was among the losers. Then the 
fish swallowed him, while he was blameworthy. 
And had he not been of those who exalt Allah, He 
would have remained inside its belly until the Day 
they are resurrected. But We threw him onto the 
open shore while he was ill. And We caused to 
grow over him a gourd vine. And We sent him to 
[his people of] a hundred thousand or more. And 
they believed, so We gave them enjoyment [of life] 
for a time (Sürat al-Saffat, 37:139—48). 


Gradually, Yünus (v) regained his strength and 
made his way back to Nineveh where he was 
surprised to find his community had accepted 
tawhid, together they prayed a prayer of gratitude. 


Despite the Yünus' (о) mistake, Muhammad (p) 
instructed: 


Ibn ‘Abbas (т) narrated: “Тһе Prophet 
Muhammad (p) said: “Опе should not say I 
am better than Yünus Ibn Matta" (al- 
Bukhari). 


Remember and reflect 
1. Seeking repentance 


2. Benefits of glorifying Allah (1) 
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Prophet Ayyüb (о) 


His life 


His trials 


According to Ibn Ishaq (т), Ayyüb (о) was a 
prophet sent to the Romans. Ayyüb (v) was born in 
the fourth generation after Ishaq (v), through the 
line of his son al-Eis. 


Ayyüb (о) was a noble Prophet who was always 
patient and in the remembrance of Allah (I), 
consistently turning to Him (I) in repentance. 
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[We said], ‘And take in your hand a bunch (of 
grass) and strike with it and do not break your 
oath.’ Indeed, We found him patient, an excellent 


servant. Indeed, he was one frequently turning [to 
Allah] (Sürat Sad, 38:44) 


Iblis saw Ayyüb's (о) worship by, and complained 
to Allah (1) that he (о) only did so in order that his 
material comfort not be taken away. Allah knew 
Ayyib to be sincere and to prove this sincerity He 
(I) permitted Iblis to destroy Ayyüb's wealth — all 
his cattle, servants, and farms. 


Iblis appeared before Ayyüb (v) in the form of an 
old man and attempted to sow doubts in his mind. 
Ayyüb (v) replied, “What Allah has taken away 
from me belongs to Him (I). I was only its trustee 
for awhile. He (I) gives to whom He (I) wills and 
withholds from whom He (I) wills." With these 
words, Ayyüb (v) fell in prostration to Allah (I). 


Iblis was disappointed, again complained to Allah 
that Ayyüb was hiding his disappointment, and was 
counting on his children and large family to bring 
him happiness, once again Allah allowed Iblis to 
kill the children of Ayyüb. 


Iblis again appeared to Ayyüb in the form ofa 
man, and suggested that Allah was not rewarding 
Ayyüb for all his prayers. Ayyüb disappointed him 
yet again by replying, “Allah sometimes gives and 
sometimes takes. He is sometimes pleased and 
sometimes displeased with our deeds. Whether a 
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N Allah (I) blessed him 


with a large family, 
great wealth, and many 
servants. For his part, 
Ayyüb (v) would free 
the slaves, always feed 
the poor and needy, and 
would do it in such a 
manner so that the poor 
felt they were doing 
Ayyüb (v) a favour by 
accepting his charity. 


His Reaction 


thing is beneficial or harmful to me, I will remain 
firm in my belief and remain thankful to my 
Creator." Upon saying this, Ayyüb (о) prostrated to 
Allah (1) 


Iblis called on Allah (I) again, arguing that Ayyüb 
(v) was only worshipping Allah due to his good 
health and that were his health to be taken away, he 
would no longer remember Him (I). Allah (I) 
granted Iblis the ability to weaken Аууй (о), 
preventing Iblis from being able to harm Ayyüb's 
soul, intellect, or heart. Iblis attacked Ayyüb's (о) 
body and filled it with disease, until he was mere 
skin and bones. 


Yet even through this trial — with the exception of 
his wife he had been deserted by all relatives and 
acquaintance — Ayyüb (о) remained strong and 
persistent in his faith, without complaint. He 
remained hopeful of the Mercy of Allah (I). 


Iblis saw that none of his actions were working. 
Finally, he went to the wife of Ayyüb (v) in the 
form of a man and reminded her of the good times 
she had enjoyed with Ayyüb and her family. She 
burst into tears and asked Ayyüb: 


“How long are you going to bear this torture from 
our Lord? Are we to remain without wealth, 
children or friends forever? Why don't you call 
upon Allah to remove this suffering?" 


Ayyüb (v) replied, ‘Iblis must have whispered to 
you and made you dissatisfied. Tell me how long 
did I enjoy good health and riches?’ 


She replied, ‘Eighty years.” 


Then Ayyüb (v) replied: *How long have I suffered 
like this?” 


She said, ‘Seven years.” 


Ayyib (v) then told her: “Іп that case I am ashamed 
to call on my Lord to remove the hardship, for I 
have not suffered longer than the years of good 
health and wealth. It seems your faith has weakened 
and you are dissatisfied with the fate of Allah. If I 
ever regain health, I swear I will punish you with a 
hundred strokes! From this day onward, I forbid 
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myself to eat or drink anything by your hand. Leave 
me alone and let my Lord do with me as He 
pleases.” 


His Reward 


Crying bitterly and with a heavy heart, she had no 
choice but to leave him and seek shelter elsewhere. 
In this helpless state, Ayyüb (о) turned to Allah, not 
to complain but to invoke His mercy: 


we Ea cee 


ЖІ. wa e аа ae S А, 
055 935 б.р а ARG аа АМ А55 


Апа [mention] Ayyüb, when he called to his Lord, 
‘Indeed, adversity has touched me, and you are the 
Most Merciful of the merciful.’ So We responded to 
him and removed what afflicted him of adversity. 
And We gave him [back] his family and the like 
thereof with them as mercy from Us and a reminder 
for the worshippers [of Allah] (Sürat al-Anbiya’, 
21:83-4) 
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And remember Our servant Ayyüb, when he called 
to his Lord, ‘Indeed, Satan has touched me with 
hardship and torment.’ [So he was told], ‘Strike 
[the ground] with your foot; this is a [spring for] a 
cool bath and drink.’ And We granted him his 
family and a like [number] with them as mercy 
from Us and a reminder for those of understanding. 
(Sürat Sad, 38:41-3) 


Ayyüb (v) obeyed, and almost immediately his 
health was restored. His wife could not bear to be 
parted, so she returned to ask for forgiveness, only 
to see that he was suddenly healthy. Overjoyed, she 
thanked Allah (I) for His mercy. 
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4 


In regards to his oath, 
Allah (1) ordered him to 
take a bundle of thin 
grass and strike his wife 
with it, and his oath to 
lash her a hundred times 
would be fulfilled. 


а 


LKAUTH 


INSTITUTE 


Remember and reflect 


1. 


2. 


Sabr 


Ayyüb (о) was patient in whatever adversity befell him, because he 
realised that whatever blessing he received, was only from Allah as a 
loan. If He chose to remove them, it was within His right to do so. 


Shukr 


Even іп the midst of tragedy, Ayyüb (v) was thankful for what he still 
had — namely, тап and belief in Allah (I); as long as he had these, 
nothing else mattered. 


Shunning the blessings of Allah (I) 


Abi Hurayrah (т) narrated that the Prophet Muhhammad (p) said: 


*While Ayyüb was naked, taking a bath, a swarm of gold 
locusts fell on him, and he started collecting them in his 
garment. His Lord called him: ^O Ayyüb! Have I not made 
you too rich to need what you see?" He said: “Yes, Му 
Lord! But I cannot shun Your Blessings." (al-Bukhari) 
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Prophet Müsà (о) 


Status Among 
Prophets 


Misa (v) is one of the great prophets, Uli 1- ағат, the 
possessor of great patience and virtue. 
On the Day of Judgement, when Muhammad (p) will 


rise, he will see Müsà already holding onto the ‘arsh of 
Allah (1) 


Bani Isrá il and 
the ummah 


Pre-birth 


Adult, his error 
and exile 


Müsà (v) is mentioned more than any other Prophets 
in the Qur'an. Among the benefits of Müsa's frequent 
mention is that Bani 15га ТІ, the people Mūsā was sent 
to, was the first ummah to have Jihad legislated on 
them. The trials and tribulations they went through as a 
nation were also very similar to those the ummah of 
Muhammad has faced. 


The Pharaoh issued a decree to slay any male child 
that would be born to the children of Isra’il every 
second year. Allah tells us how He inspired the mother 
of Mūsā (v) and saved him, even by housing him with 
his biggest enemy! See Q. 28:7-14. 


As an adult Müsà (о) becomes increasingly aware of 
the injustices against his people. When he witnesses a 
fight between an Egyptian and an Israelite he seeks to 
help the Israelite. His strength lead to the death of the 
Egyptian and he realises he has wronged himself and 
seeks forgiveness. The next day he is summoned by 
the same Israelite who has gotten into yet another 
fight, Müsà reproaches him and is later counselled by a 
friend into going into exile as the Egyptians are 
seeking him for the murder of one amongst them 
yesterday, Q. 28:15-21. 


Life outside 


Arriving at Madyan Müsa (v) supplicates Allah for 


Egypt guidance. He helps two sisters water their flock and is 
invited Бу Shu'ayb, their father, to dine with them and 
eventually offered one of his two daughters in 
marriage in return of work for 8 years, Q. 28:22-8. 

Prophethood After completing an agreed term with his father-in-law 
Misa (о) sets out with his family, in the midst of their 
journey they lose their way and find a burning fire. 
Misa seeks out this fire for light, warmth and guidance 
and is called upon by Allah in the sacred valley of 
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Tuwa where he is granted prophethood, two miracles 
and enjoined to call upon Pharaoh. He is reminded of 
how Allah has protected him and how He inspired his 
mother to save him from the Egyptians and is granted 
his request of his brother as a companion and prophet 
beside him, Q. 20:9-48. 


Confronting 
Fir'awn 


Misa (v) and Нагӣп (о) confront Pharaoh with the 
demand that he set the Children of Israel free. They 
declare their prophethood but Pharaoh reminds Müsà 
of the debt he owes Pharaoh [having brought him up 
etc.] and mocks him and his message, Q. 26:16-31 


Miracles 


Injustices 
against the Bani 
Isrá'il 


Every prophet is granted miracles in context of the 
achievements and ‘specialty’ of his people. The 
Egyptians Missa (v) was sent to prided themselves in 
their prowess at magic and Misa was granted the 
miracle of his staff turning into a real serpent and the 
ability to make his hand glow white, Q. 20:17-24; Q. 
26:31-3. 


Moreover the Egyptians were tried and tested with 
years of famine and drought, a flood, and infestation of 
frogs and the water of the Nile was turned to blood, Q. 
7:130-3. All of these were signs and reminders to 
evidence the truth of Miisa’s (v) prophethood but they 
remained arrogant and desisted from belief, Q. 7:135. 


Pharaoh and the Egyptians were a huge trial for Bani 
15га ТІ: they killed their boys and men, raped their 
women, and imprisoned them. Initially Mūsā (v) could 


only advise his people to be patient, Q. 7:129. 


Only few of his people believed out of fear of Pharaoh, 
Q. 10:83-6. 


Flight from 
Egypt 


Мава (v) and Hàrün (о) were commanded to guide the 
Israelites out of Egypt in the direction of the Red Sea 
in the darkness of the night, however, Pharaoh and his 
armies pursued them. With the army at their heels and 
the sea in front of them the people wavered but Allah 
commanded Misi to strick the sea with his staff and 
He parted it into two creating a dry path for them to 
traverse, Q. 26:52-68. 


Destruction of 


Pharaoh and his army followed them in this path, 
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Pharaoh and his 
armies 


midway; however, Allah commanded the sea to meet 
again. Drowning, Pharaoh realised —then- the truth of 
Müsa's (о) call and he cried out, “I believe that there is 
no god worthy of worship except Allah in Whom the 
children of Israel believe, and I am of those who 
surrender to Him.” But Allah did not accept this 
declaration as it was too late, Q. 10:90-2. 


Subsequent disbelief of Bani 15га 11 


The Quran gives numerous accounts of the Bani Isrá'il's subsequent 
disbelief and obedience, among them: 


* Their request for an idol / object to which they might direct their 
worship, Q. 7:138-141. 


e Their request for earthly sustenance in the face of the Manna and 
Salwa that was granted them from Allah, Q. 2:60-1. 


* Their fashioning and taking of a calf for worship, Q. 20:83-98; Q. 


2:54. 


* Their mocking of and hesitation in obeying Allah's command to 
sacrifice a cow as their repentance, Q. 2:54; Q. 2: 67-74. 


Consult ‘Appendix 1 for ‘Stories of Bani Isra'il’, pp. 90-93 


Death of Masa 
(v) 


Abii Hurayrah (t) narrated: 


"The Angel of Death was sent to Miisa (о). 
When he came to him, Misa slapped him on the 
eye and the angel returned to Allah and said: 
“You have sent me to a slave who does not want 
to die.” Allah said: “Return to him and tell him 
to put his hand on the back of an ox and for 
every hair that will come under it, he will be 
granted one year of life.” Mūsā (о) said: ^O 
Lord! What will happen after that?" Allah 
replied: “then death." Мава (v) said: “Let it 
come now!" and requested Allah (I) to let him 
die close to the Holy Land so that he would be 
at a distance of a stone's throw from it.” 


Abū Hurayrah added: “АПаһ”5 Messenger (p) said: 


“If I were there, I would show you his grave 
below the red sand hill on the side of the road” 
(al-Bukhari). 
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And I produced you for Myself. Go, you and your 
brother, with My signs and do not slacken in My 
remembrance. Go, both of you, to Pharaoh; indeed, 
he has transgressed. And speak to him with gentle 
speech that perhaps he may be reminded or fear 
[Allah]. They said, 'Our Lord, indeed we are afraid 
that he will hasten [punishment] against us or that 
he will transgress.’ 

[Allah] said, ‘Fear not. Indeed, Гат with you both; 
I hear and I see. So go to him and say, "Indeed, we 
are messengers of your Lord, so send with us the 
Children of Israel and do not torment them. We 
have come to you with a sign from your Lord. And 
peace will be upon he who follows the guidance. 
Indeed, it has been revealed to us that the 
punishment will be upon whoever denies and turns 
амау”” (Sürat Тана, 20:41-8). 


His Death 


Нагӣп (v) died shortly before Müsà (v); while the 
Bani Isrá'il were still wandering in the desert. 


Remember and reflect 


1. The importance of unity 
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Prophet Dawiid (о) 


Unlike the other Prophets discussed so far, Dawiid (v) was born into a 
community that already believed in Allah (I). As such, the trials and 
challenges faced by some of the later Prophets born within the sovereign 
nation of Bani 15га ТІ were different 


Jalüt, kingship, and prophethood 


Approximately 1,000 years prior to ‘Isa (v), the 
Bani Isra’il were fighting one of the pagan tribes 
named the Philistines, a battle in which they had 
lost the Ark, a chest that contained past prophetic 
relics such as the original Torah, the staff of Misa 
(о), and the original tablets Mūsā (v) received on 
Mount Sinai. 


In one battle, an army from Bani Isrà il, let by 
Talit (Saul) were fighing the Philistines, in an 
attempt to recover the Ark. The Philistines were led 
by their champion Jalüt (Goliath), who struck fear 
in the hearts of the men of Bani Isrà ТІ. 
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And when Saul went forth with the soldiers, he 
said, 'Indeed. Allah will be testing you with a river. 
So whoever drinks from it is not of me, and 
whoever does not taste it is indeed of me, excepting 
one who takes [from it] in the hollow of his hand." 
But they drank from it, except a [very] few of them. 
Then when he had crossed it along with those who 
believed with him, they said, ‘There is no power for 
us today against Goliath and his soldiers.’ But 
those who were certain that they would meet Allah 
said, 'How many a small company has overcome a 


Dawid (о) and 
Jalüt 
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Misa (v) also was sent to the 
Bani Isra’il — although they 
had shortcomings and 
numbers of them would fall 
into disbelief, by and large 
they were believers in tawhid 
— however, they were not an 
independent nation at the time, 
being subjects of Fir‘awn. 


large company by permission of Allah. And Allah is 
with the patient’ (Surat al-Baqarah, 2:249). 


As long as Jàlüt was alive, the army of the 
Philistines was believed to be invincible. Jalüt 
realised the effect he had on Bani Isra'il, and 
challenged them to single combat before the battle 
actually began, as was custom back then. 


None of the warriors of Bani 15га ТІ stepped 
forward to take on Jalüt's challenge, even when 
Talüt offered the hand of his beautiful daughter in 
marriage. 


Just then, Dàwüd (о) stepped forward, and he was 
only a youth at the time — two of his elder brothers 
were present in the army - to challenge Jalit. 
Instead of wearing traditional combat armour and 
weaponry, Dàwüd (v) simply had some pebbles 
and a sling. 


In response to the taunting and mocking of Jàlüt, 
Dawid (v) responded: ‘You may have armour, 
shield, and sword, but I face you in the name of 
Allah, the Lord of the Israelites, Whose laws you 
have mocked. Today you will see that it is not the 
sword that kills but the will and power of Allah!” 
Saying so, he swung a pebble aimed directly at 
Jalüt's head and killed him. 
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So they defeated them by the permission of Allah, 
and David killed Goliath, and Allah gave him the 
kingship and prophethood and taught him from that 
which He willed. And if it were not for Allah 
checking [some] people by means of others, the 
earth would have been corrupted, but Allah is full 
of bounty to the worlds (Sürat al-Baqarah, 2:251). 


Prophethood and In addition to kingship, Dàwüd (v) was also given 
kingship prophethood from Allah (1), Q. 38:18-20. 
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Worship and 
Miracles 


Miracles 


Dawid (о) fasted every other day, and spent a third 
of the night in prayer. 


“Abd Allah Ibn ‘Amr Ibn al-‘As (т) narrated 
Allah’s Messenger (p) said: “Тһе most 
beloved fasting to Allah is the fasting of the 
Prophet Dawid (v), who would fast alternate 
days. And the most beloved prayer to Allah 
iss the prayer of Dawid (о), who would 
sleep the first half of the night, and pray one 
third of it, again sleeping for a sixth of it.’ 
(а!-Викһап). 


Also, “Тһе Prophet (p) said to me: “I һауе 
been informed that you pray all the nights 
and observe fast all the days; is this true?" I 
replied: “Yes.” He said: “If you do so, your 
eyes will be weak and you will get bored. So 
fast three days a month, for this will be the 
fasting of a whole year.” I said: “I find 
myself able to fast more." He said: “Тһеп 
fast like the fasting of Dawid (о) who used 
to fast on alternate days and would not flee 
on facing the enemy” (al-Bukhari). 


Allah (I) granted Райа (о) a number of miracles: 


l. 


5: 


Iron became soft for him. Dawid (о) made 
weapons and armour for a living; he did not 
rely on kingship to support himself. 

Ability to understand the language of the 
animals. 

An extremely beautiful voice. 

The mountains and birds joined him in the 
praise of Allah (I). 

Wisdom. 


Death 


Dawiid (v) glorified Allah and praised Him until he 


died. According to traditions, Dawüd (о) died 
suddenly and was mourned by four thousand 
priests as well as thousands of people 
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Prophet Sulayman (о) 


Lineage and 
inheritance 


Blessings Granted 
to Sulayman (v) 


Sulayman (v) was the son of Dawiid (v). He 
inherited Dawiid’s (о) prophethood and dominion. 


Prophet Muhammad (p) said: “The prophets’ 
property will not be inherited, and whatever 
we leave is to be used for charity’ (al- 
Bukhari). 
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And We had certainly given to David and Solomon 
knowledge, and they said, ‘Praise [is due] to Allah, 
who has favoured us over many of His believing 
servants. And Solomon succeeded David. He said, 
‘O people, we have been taught the language of 
birds, and we have been given from all things. 
Indeed, this is evident bounty.’ And gathered for 
Solomon were his soldiers of the jinn and men and 
birds, and they were [marching] in rows (Surat al- 
Naml, 27:15-17). 


Like his father Dawüd, Sulaymàn (v) also was 
granted a number of unique blessings, Q. 38:34-40: 
Ability to control the jinn. 


2. Ability to understand the language of the 
animals. 


Ability to command the winds. 


4. Anarmy consisting of not only men, but also 
birds and other animals. 


Death 


Sulayman (v) was overseeing the work of the jinn 
in a mine and leaning on his staff when Allah (I) 
caused him to die. The jinn continued to, believing 
that Sulayman was still supervising them. Days 
went by, and a creature began to eat at the base of 
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e 


However, he did not 
inherit the material 
property, as the property 
of Prophets cannot be 
inherited. It is given away 
to the poor and needy. 


People generally have an 
exaggerated fear of the jinn, 
and attribute to the jinn 
knowledge and power 
beyond their capability. The 
jinn, for their part, will often 
foster this exaggerated fear, 
in the hopes of extending 
their influence over 
mankind. Allah (1) wanted to 
teach both humans and jinns 
the limits of what the jinn 
could do 


Sulayman's staff, causing it to fall out of his hand. 
The staff fell, and so too did 5шаутап, and it was 
only then that the people realised that the Prophet 
had passed away. 
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Апа to Solomon [We subjected] the wind - its 
morning [journey was that of] a month - and its 
afternoon [journey was that of] a month, and We 
made flow for him a spring of [liquid] copper. And 
among the jinn were those who worked for him by 
the permission of his Lord. And whoever deviated 
among them from Our command - We will make 
him taste of the punishment of the Blaze. They 
made for him what he willed of elevated chambers, 
statues, bowls like reservoirs, and stationary 
kettles. [We said], "Work, O family of David, in 
gratitude." And few of My servants are grateful. 
And when We decreed for Solomon death, nothing 
indicated to the jinn his death except a creature of 
the earth eating his staff. But when he fell, it 
became clear to the jinn that if they had known the 
unseen, they would not have remained in 
humiliating punishment (Sürat Saba’, 34:12-14). 


Remember and reflect 
1. Gratefulness to Allah (I) 


2. Jinns and the unseen 
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Prophet Zakariyya (о) 


Not many authentic narrations about Zakariyya exist, we learn more about 
this great Prophet of Bani 15га ТІ when he was nearing the end of his life. 


Despite his old age and feebleness, he would go to the temple daily to 
deliver his sermons. Zakariyya (v) was not a rich man, but he was always 
ready to help those in need. He was very grateful, but his one 
disappointment was that he had no children. This situation worried him, 
because he feared that there would be no one after him to continue the 
аа wah. Left to themselves, the people would move away from Allah (I) 
and try to modify the Law that He had revealed to suit their own whims 
and desires. 


During one of his visits to the temple, he went to check on Maryam, who 
was living in a secluded room of the temple. He was surprised to find fresh 
fruits in her room. Besides him, no one had access to her room. When he 
inquired, she told him that the fruit was from Allah (I). She found it every 
morning. But why was he so surprised, she asked him. Did he not know 
that Allah provides without measure for whom He wills? This noble girl 
had opened his eyes to a startling idea. Could he not ask his Lord to bless 
him with a child in his old age? Even if his wife was past childbearing age, 
nothing was impossible for his Gracious Lord! 


Zakariyya (v) prays for a son 


кау, На, Үй, ‘Ayn, Sad. [This is] a 
mention of the mercy of your Lord to 
His servant Zakariyya. When һе 
called to his Lord a private 
supplication. He said, "My Lord, 
indeed my bones have weakened, 
and my head has filled with white, 
and never have I been in my 
supplication to You, my Lord, 
unhappy. And indeed, I fear the 
successors after me, and my wife is 
barren, so give me from Yourself an 
heir Who will inherit me and inherit 
from the family of Jacob. And make 
him, my Lord, pleasing [to You]." 
[He was told], "О Zakariyyà, indeed 
We give you good tidings of a boy 
whose name will be Yahya. We have 
not assigned to any before [this] 
name." He said, "My Lord, how will 


I have a boy when my wife is barren 
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and I have reached extreme old 
age?" [An angel] said, "Thus [it will 
be]; your Lord says, 'It is easy for 
Me, for I created you before, though 
you were nothing." [Zakariyya] 
said, "My Lord, make for me a sign." 
He said, "Your sign is that you will 
not speak to the people for three 
nights, [despite being] sound." So he 
came out to his people from the 
prayer chamber and signaled to 
them to exalt [Allah] in the morning 
and afternoon (Sürat Maryam, 19:1- 
11). 


At that, Zakariyyā called upon his 
Lord, saying, "My Lord, grant me 
from Yourself a good offspring. 
Indeed, You are the Hearer of 
supplication." So the angels called 
him while he was standing in prayer 
in the chamber, "Indeed, Allah gives 
you good tidings of Yahyā, 
confirming a word from Allah and 
[who will be] honourable, 
abstaining [from women], and a 
prophet from among the righteous." 
He said, "My Lord, how will I have a 
son when І have reached old age and 
my wife is barren?" The angel said, 
"Such is Allah; He does what He 
wills." He said, "My Lord, make for 
me a sign." He Said, "Your sign is 
that you will not [be able to] speak 
to the people for three days except by 
gesture. And remember your Lord 
much and exalt [Him with praise] in 
the evening and the morning" (Surat 
Al- ‘Imran, 3:38-41) 
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Prophet Yahya (о) 


Yahya (о) was born to Zakariyya (о) when he and 
his wife had already reached old age. 


Unlike other children, Yahya (v) was gentle and 
merciful to all those around him, including animals. 
He would feed the animals until there was nothing 
left of his own food, and he himself would eat only 
fruit or leaves. 


He also loved to read as a child, and this quality 
gave him in-depth knowledge of the Scriptures. 
With this knowledge, he was able to judge between 
people, understand the secrets of the religion, and 
guide people back to the religion. 


6555 ONS 52 eis 


[Allah] said, "O Yahya, take the Scripture with 
determination." And We gave him judgement [while 
yet] a boy and affection from Us and purity, and he 
was fearing of Allah and dutiful to his parents, and 
he was not a disobedient tyrant. And peace be upon 

him the day he was born and the day he dies and 
the day he is raised alive (Sürat Maryam, 19:12-5) 


Yahya (v) was very ascetic in his ways. His food 
would regularly be herbs, leaves and grass, and he 
would weep so much that tears marked his cheeks. 


In one narration, it is mentioned that that Zakariyyà 
(v) did not see his son for three days. He found him 
weeping inside a grave which he had dug. He said, 
*My son, I have been searching for you, and you 
are dwelling in this grave weeping!” 


*O father, did you not tell me that between Paradise 
and Hell is only a span, and it will not be crossed 
except by tears of those who cry?’ He said to him: 
“Weep then, my son’ and they wept together. 


Other narrations say that Yahya (v) said: “The 


Lineage and 

childhood 

His unique 

characteristics 
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dwellers of Paradise are sleepless ош of the 
sweetness of Allah’s bounty; that is why the 
faithful must be sleepless because of Allah’s love 
in their hearts. How far between the two luxuries, 
how far between them?” 


When Yahya (v) called people to worship Allah, he 
made them cry out of love and submission, 
arresting their hearts with the truthfulness of his 
words. 


Death 


At the time, Palestine was ruled by a tyrant named 
Herod Antipas. Herod was in love with his niece 
named Salome, and wanted to marry her. The 
marriage was encouraged by Salome’s mother, and 
Salome herself looked forward to this marriage, for 
it would mean that she would become queen over 
Palestine. Some of the scholars of the time also 
permitted the marriage, either fearing the wrath of 
Herod or hoping to gain favour with him. 


Yahya (v) was adamant that such a marriage was 
incestuous, and that it was clearly against the law 
of the Torah, and he did not approve it under any 
circumstance. This fatwa of Yahya (v) angered 
Salome particularly, because she desperately 
wanted to rule Palestine as its queen. Plotting to 
eliminate Yahya (v), she dressed seductively for 
Herod and danced before him. Filled with passion, 
he offered to do anything she desired. 


At once, she told him that she wanted, quite 
literally, the head of Yahya (v). Herod granted her 
request; he had Yahya (v) executed and brought his 
head to her on a platter. 


Remember and reflect 


1. Appearances of the pious 


2. Standing firm on the truth 
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Yahyà (v) would sleep 
anywhere in the mountains 
or in holes in the ground. 
He sometimes would find a 
lion or a bear as he entered 
a cave, but being deeply 
absorbed in praising Allah, 
he never heeded them. The 
beasts recognised Yahya 
(v) as the prophet who 
cared for all the creatures, 
so they would leave the 
cave, bowing their heads. 
Yahya (v) sometimes fed 
those beasts, out of mercy, 
from his food and was 
satisfied with prayers as 
food for his soul. He would 
spend the night crying and 
praising Allah for His 
blessings. 


Needless to say, the death 
of this beloved Prophet of 
Allah (I) will be punishable 
in the Hereafter, but in this 
life, armies invaded the 
country and destroyed the 
kingdom. 


Prophet 12 (v) 


Магуат (0) Maryam, the daughter of ‘Imran, one of the beloved 
religious leaders of Bani 15га 11, and Hannah, the sister 
of Zakariyya (о). Hannah invoked Allah (I) for a 
righteous son, whom she intended to dedicate to the 
worship of Allah (1). 


Qur’an 


Status “АП b. Abi Talib (т) narrated that the Prophet 
Muhammad (p) said: “The best of the world’s women 
is Maryam (in her lifetime), and the best of the world's 
women is Khadijah (in her lifetime)’ (al-Bukhari). 


Birth of Maryam 


Indeed, Allah chose Adam and Noah lc x» әді oad gil JO 
and the family of Abraham and the r1 set ales ag ohole " 
family of 'Imran over the worlds. озат ha On ó 3 od aged 
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Knowing. [Mention, O Muhammad], i1 puse eee Sal 
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most knowing of what she delivered, has аға ТРЕЯ bad 
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her descendants from Satan, the TY. lor ad 
expelled [from the mercy of Allah]." 
So her Lord accepted her with good 
acceptance and caused her to grow in 
a good manner and put her in the care 
of Zechariah. Every time Zechariah 
entered upon her in the prayer 
chamber, he found with her provision. 
He said, "O Mary, from where is this 
[coming] to you?" She said, "It is from 


224 hvel weekend courses 
www.alkauthar.org 81 


Allah. Indeed, Allah provides for 
whom He wills without account." 
(Sürat Al- ‘Imran, 3:33-7) 


Birth of ‘Isa (о) 


And mention, [O Muhammad], in the Coa крен cx Tu a 


Book [the story of] Mary, when she Viel db ТИ Ue 
withdrew from her family to a place Чес e cp ue сағы *. 


toward the east. And she took, in % ТТІ 
ee D шылы 
seclusion from them, а screen. Then We 5 sh Ве әд j 


sent to her Our Angel, and he IPM ol dy ve 1- 


represented himself to her as а well- ы " 
proportioned man. She said, "Indeed, I eU. Jw 3 ed Jie 


seek refuge in the Most Merciful from P ea ð cde 3 1% 4 w 
you, [so leave me], if you should be ab "sinet 8) 
fearing of Allah." He said, "I am only 2 f 

e ciuem of your Lord to give d ж» aby Ша», 

[news of] a pure boy." She said, "How ey) lube greh 95 
сап I have a boy while по man has Y' lors l? del % 
touched me and I have not been 

unchaste?" He said, "Thus [it will be]; 

your Lord says, 'It is easy for Ме, and 

We will make him a sign to the people 

and a mercy from Us. And it is a matter 
[already] decreed."" (Sürat Maryam, 
19:16-21) 


The words of the Angel caused Maryam to stress, as she was from a noble 
family and would bring much dishonour to them if she gave birth without 
being married. After some months, she could not bear the mental stress any 
longer, and fled the city. En route, she went into labour and delivered ‘Isa 


(v). 


So she conceived him, and she loaddeh 5 Sese a dee 
withdrew with him to a remote place. Ес ey y" lead lo slated Y 


And the pains of childbirth drove her 22 саа T А des т Hj 
to the trunk of a palm tree. She said, Per s ale Y | Ge NE 


"Oh, I wish I had died before this and cy | 
Б Si Sc аста 
was іп oblivion, forgotten." But he 3, eis € 


c a gl Ye) аа 
called her from below her, "Ро not ce f er 4 8 Lä oe 
grieve; your Lord has provided dE de ag s 
beneath you a stream. And shake 5 балы t Tr. 
toward you the trunk of the palm tree; oe, «ы! жм èe Ox 
it will drop upon you ripe, fresh dates. adi OB soanar ХШ) 
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So eat and drink апа be contented. 
And if you see from among humanity 
anyone, say, 'Indeed, I have vowed to 
the Most Merciful abstention, so I will 

not speak today to [any] man.' " 
(Sürat Maryam, 19:22-6) 


It was said that, while she was pregnant, Maryam met her aunt, who said 
that she felt as if she were pregnant. Maryam at this point replied that she 
also felt as if she was pregnant. Then her aunt said, “I can see what is in my 
womb is prostrating before what is in your womb’. 


In another incident, Maryam was questioned, "Can a tree come to grow 
without a seed?" She said: "Yes, the one which Allah created for the first 
time." The questioner became more specific, "Is it possible to bear a child 
without a male partner?" She said: "Yes, Allah, created Adam without male 
or female!" 


The Reaction of the Community 


Maryam decided to return to the community, but her fears had not eased. 
Sensing his mother’s discomfort, ‘Isa (v), the newborn baby, spoke and 
suggested that if she met anyone, she should say that she was observing a 
fast and would not speak to anyone that day. Reassured by this miracle, 
Maryam pressed on. 


As she re-entered her city, the people did indeed question her. She said 
nothing, but pointed to the baby. The Qur'an relates the incident as 
follows: 


Then she brought him to her people, Rad жазда e idm 
carrying him. They said, "O Mary, le È 5 p3 aths ҮҮ I > 
уои have certainly done а thing gi Seidlia 2% sort yal c J ый 
unprecedented. O sister of Aaron, Айда! Jes dics! eh ^1 d 


your father was not a man of evil, oh les 1 мағы d РІ op 


nor was your mother unchaste." So 
; ri | Ta thre ext gists al Sg 
she pointed to him. They said, "How f \ E P Y 
А BE ec ad es » 


can we speak to one who is in the 
М P 
cradle a child?" [Jesus] said, E е 550; әнге a 


"Indeed, I am the servant of Allah. süfre ғым YI g 
He has given me the Scripture and аза ё vy Mid ge 
made me a prophet. And He has g “аф M e$ 5) 
made me blessed wherever I ат and 
has enjoined upon me prayer and 
zakah as long as I remain alive And 
[made me] dutiful to my mother, and 
He has not made me a wretched 
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tyrant. Апа peace is оп me the day I 
was born and the day I will die and 
the day Гат raised alive." (Surat 
Maryam, 19:27-33) 


Towards Prophethood 


“Isa (о) opposes 
practices of the 
Jews 


The Jewish priests felt this child 158 (v) was 
dangerous, for they felt that the people would turn 
their worship to Allah the Almighty Alone, 
displacing the existing Jewish tenets. 
Consequently, they would lose their authority over 
the people. Therefore, they kept the miracle of 
18878 (о) speech in infancy as a secret and accused 
Maryam of a great misdeed. 


‘Isa (v) grew up to manhood. It was Sabbath, a day 
of complete rest: no fire could be lit or 
extinguished nor could females plait their hair. 
Misa (v) had commanded that Saturday be 
dedicated to the worship of Allah (I). However, the 
wisdom behind the Sabbath and its spirit had gone, 
and only the letter remained in the Jews’ hearts. 
Also, they thought that Sabbath was kept in heaven, 
and that the People of Isrà'il had been chosen by 
Allah (I) only to observe the Sabbath. 


They made a hundred things unlawful on Saturday 
even self-defence or calling a doctor to save a 
patient who was in bad condition. This is how their 
life was branded by such hypocrisy. Although the 
Pharisees were guardians of the law, they were 
ready to sell it when their interests were involved 
so as to obtain personal gains. There was, for 
example, a rule which prohibited a journey of more 
than one thousand yards on the Sabbath day. What 
do we expect of the Pharisees in this case? The day 
before, they transferred their food and drink from 
their homes two thousand yards away and erected a 
temporary house so that from tthey could travel a 
further thousand yards on the Sabbath day. 


‘Isa (о) was on his way to the temple. Although it 
was the Sabbath, he reached out his hand to pick 
two pieces of fruit to feed a hungry child. This was 
considered to be a violation of the Sabbath law. He 
made a fire for the old women to keep themselves 
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warm from the freezing air. Another violation. He 
went to the temple and looked around. There were 
twenty thousand Jewish priests registered there 
who earned their living from the temple. The rooms 
of he temple were full of them. 


“Isa (о) receives 
Prophethood 


His Message 


Чва (о) observed that the visitors were much fewer 
than the priests. Yet the temple was full of sheep 
and doves which were sold to the people to be 
offered as sacrifices. Every step in the temple 
costed the visitor money. They worshipped nothing 
but money. 


In the temple, the Pharisees and Sadducees acted as 
if it were a market place, and these two groups 
always disagreed on everything. ‘Isa (о) followed 
the scene with his eyes and observed that the poor 
people who could not afford the price of the sheep 
or dove were swept away like flies by the Pharisees 
and Saducees. ‘Isa (0) was astonished. Why did the 
priests burn a lot of offerings inside the temple, 
while thousands of poor people were hungry 
outside it? 

On this blessed night, the two noble prophets 
Yahya (v) and Zakariyya (v) died, killed by the 
ruling authority. On the same night, the revelation 
descended upon ‘Isa (v). Allah (I) commanded him 
to begin his call to the children of Israel. To ‘Isa 
(v), the life of ease was closed, and the page of 
worship and struggled just opened. 


Reinforcement of 
the Law of Misa 


(v) 


Like an opposing force, the message of ‘Isa (v) 
came to denounce the practices of the Pharisees and 
to reinforce the Law of Misa (v). In the face of a 
materialistic age of luxury and worship of gold, 


Чва (v) called his people to a nobler life by word 
and deed. This exemplary life was the only way out 
of the wretchedness and diseases of his age. 1588 
(v) call, from the beginning, was marked by its 
complete uprightness and piety. It appealed to the 
soul, the inner being, and not be a closed system of 
rules laid down by society. 
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‘Īsā (о) denounces 
Materialism 


Чва (о) continued inviting the people to Allah (1) 
His call was based on the principle that there is no 
mediation between the Creator and His creatures. 
However, 4152 (v) was in conflict with the Jews” 
superficial interpretation of the Torah. He said that 
he did not come to abrogate the Torah, but to 
complete it by going to the spirit of its substance to 
arrive at its essence. He made the Jews understand 
that the Ten Commandments have more value than 
they imagined. 


For instance, the fifth commandment does not only 
prohibit physical killing, but all forms of killing; 
physical, psychological, or spiritual. And the sixth 
commandment does not prohibit adultery only in 
the sense of unlawful physical contact between a 
man and a woman, but also prohibits all forms of 
unlawful relations or acts that might lead to 
adultery. The eye commits adultery when it looks 
at anything with passion. 


“Īsā (о) was in confrontation with the materialistic 
people. He told them to desist from hypocrisy, 
show and false praise. There was no need to hoard 
wealth in this life. They should not preoccupy 
themselves with the goods of this passing world; 
rather they must preoccupythemselves with the 
affairs of the coming world because it would be 
everlasting. 


Чва (о) told them that caring for this world is a sin, 
not fit for pious worshippers. The disbelievers care 
for it because they do not know a better way. As for 
the believers, they know that their sustenance is 
with Allah (1), so they trust in Him and scorn this 
world. 


Чва (v) continued to invite people to worship the 
Only Lord, Who is without partner, just as 
heinvited them to purify the heart and soul. 
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His Miracles 


[The Day] when Allah will say, "O 
Jesus, Son of Mary, remember My 
favor upon you and upon your 
mother when I supported you with 
the Pure Spirit and you spoke to the 
people in the cradle and in maturity; 
and [remember] when I taught you 
writing and wisdom and the Torah 
and the Gospel; and when you 
designed from clay [what was] like 
the form of a bird with My 
permission, then you breathed into it, 
and it became a bird with My 
permission; and you healed the blind 
and the leper with My permission; 
and when you brought forth the dead 
with My permission; and when I 
restrained the Children of Israel 
from [killing] you when you came to 
them with clear proofs and those 
who disbelieved among them said, 
"This is not but obvious magic." And 
[remember] when I inspired to the 
disciples, "Believe in Me and in My 
messenger Jesus." They said, "We 
have believed, so bear witness that 
indeed we are Muslims [in 
submission to Allah]." (Sürat al- 
Ma 'idah , 5:110-1) 
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And He will teach him writing and 
wisdom and the Torah and the 
Gospel And [make him] a messenger 
to the Children of Israel, [who will 
say], Indeed I have come to you with 
a sign from your Lord in that I 
design for you from clay [that which 
is] like the form of a bird, then I 
breathe into it and it becomes a bird 
by permission of Allah. And I cure 
the blind and the leper, and I give 
life to the dead - by permission of 
Allah. And I inform you of what you 
eat and what you store in your 
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houses. Indeed in that is a sign for 
you, if you are believers. And [I have 
come] confirming what was before 
me of the Torah and to make lawful 
for you some of what was forbidden 
to you. And I have come to you with 
a sign from your Lord, so fear Allah 
and obey me. Indeed, Allah is my 
Lord and your Lord, so worship 
Him. That is the straight path." But 
when Jesus felt [persistence in] 
disbelief from them, he said, "Who 
are my supporters for [the cause of] 
Allah?" The disciples said, "We are 
supporters for Allah. We have 
believed in Allah and testify that we 
are Muslims [submitting to Him]. 
Our Lord, we have believed in what 
You revealed and have followed the 
messenger Jesus, so register us 
among the witnesses [to truth]." And 
the disbelievers planned, but Allah 
planned. And Allah is the best of 
planners. (Sarat Al- Ітғап , 3:48-54) 


The Ascension of ‘Isa (о) 
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Apnendixt 
Stories of Bantisrail 


The pious man and his son 


Misa (о) stayed among his people calling them to Allah (1). It seems their 
souls were uneasy in a way that the observant eye could not mistake. Their 
obstinacy and chattering about what has become known as “The Story of 
the Cow’ was unwarranted. This topic did not need so many negotiations 
between Müsa (о) and the people, nor did it need all their bias. 


It was said that among the children of Isra'il there lived a pious man. He 
was poor but very careful about how he earned his living; it had to be 
honestly earned. Everything that he did was done for the sake of Allah (I), 
never for selfish gain. On his deathbed his last words were: *O Allah, I 
place my wife, my little son, and my only possession, a calf, in Your care.” 
Strangely, he asked his wife to lead the calf to the forest and leave it there. 
He did this because he did not trust the children of Israel, for they were a 
selfish and greedy folk. 


After a few years when the boy had grown up, his mother told him: "Your 
father has left you a calf in the trust of Allah. It must have grown into a 
cow by now." The son was surprised. He did not know of any calf all these 
years and asked his mother where it was. She replied: "Be like your father 
and say: 'I trust in Allah,’ then go look for it." 


With a rope in his hand, he went to the forest and prostrated himself before 
Allah (I): "O Allah, Lord of Ibráhim and Ya'qüb and Ayyüb, return to me 
my father's trust." As he raised his head, he saw a cow coming towards 
him. It stopped submissively beside him. He tied the rope around its neck 
and led it to his house. The cow would not allow anyone else come near it 
except the young man. 


The youth was as pious as his father. He earned his living by cutting wood. 
Whatever he earned he divided into three equal portions; one he gave to his 
mother, one he used for his needs, and the last he gave as charity. His 
nights, too, were divided into three parts; during the early part of the night 
he helped his mother, the middle part he devoted to the worship of Allah 
(1), and during the last part һе rested. 


The murdered son of a wealthy man and the cow 


About this time a wealthy man died, leaving behind an only son, who 
inherited his father's wealth. His cousins envied his good fortune, and 
secretly killed him so that they could inherit it. 


The dead boy's other relatives came to Mūsā (v) and asked his help in 
tracing the boy's murderer. Müsa (v) instructed them to slaughter a cow, 
remove its tongue and place it on the corpse. This would reveal the 
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murderer, һе told them. They accused Müsa (о) of joking. He replied: 
“Allah forbid that I be foolish!” They questioned him about the type of cow 
they should slaughter, and he said: “This cow is neither young nor mature, 
but in between the two conditions, so do as you have been commanded.” 
Instead of following his direction, they asked him more questions. “What 
colour must it be?’ He replied: “Verily, it is yellow in colour." They still 
were not satisfied with his answer and asked for more details. Müsà (о) 
replied: *It is an unyoked cow; it does not plough the soil nor water the 
tilth, and is entirely without marks.” 


They went out in search of such a cow. The only one that matched the 
description was the one owned by the orphaned youth. They met him on 
the way and asked the price for which he would sell his cow. He told them 
he would have to consult his mother first, so they accompanied him to his 
house and offered her three gold coins. She refused their offer, saying that 
the cow was worth much more. 


They went on increasing their offer and the mother kept on refusing. 
Finally the urged the son to speak to his mother to be reasonable. He told 
them: ‘I will not sell the cow without my mother’s approval, even if you 
offered me its skin filled with gold!" On hearing this, his mother smiled 
and said: ‘Let that be the price: its skin filled with gold.” They realised that 
no other cow would do; they had to have it at any price. They agreed to 
buy the cow and paid with its skin filled with gold. 


Masa (о) and al-Khidr 


One day Mūsā (v) delivered such an impressive sermon that all who heard 
it were deeply moved. Someone in the congregation asked: *O Messenger 
of Allah, is there another man on earth more learned than уои?” Müsà (о) 
replied: ‘No!’, believing this to be the case, as Allah had given him the 
power of miracles and honoured him with the Tawrat. 


However, Allah revealed to Müsà (v) that no man could know all there is 
to know, nor would one messenger alone be the custodian of all 
knowledge. There would always be another who knew what others did not. 
Misa (о) asked Allah: “О Allah, where is this man? I would like to meet 
him and learn from him.’ He also asked for a sign to this person's identity. 


Тһе Qur'an relates the story in Q. 18:60-82 
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the sea, slipping away. So when they 
had passed beyond it, [Moses] said 
to his boy, "Bring us our morning 
meal. We have certainly suffered in 
this, our journey, [much] fatigue." 
He said, "Did you see when we 
retired to the rock? Indeed, I forgot 
[there] the fish. And none made me 
forget it except Satan - that I should 
mention it. And it took its course into 
the sea amazingly". [Moses] said, 
"That is what we were seeking." So 
they returned, following their 
footprints. And they found a servant 
from among Our servants to whom 
we had given mercy from us and had 
taught him from Us a [certain] 
knowledge. (Sürat al-Kahf, 18: 60-5) 


Müsà said, ‘May I follow you that 
you teach me from what you have 
been taught of sound judgement? ' 
He said, ‘Indeed, with me you will 
never be able to have patience. And 
how can you have patience for what 
you do not encompass in 
knowledge?’ [Müsà] said, ‘You will 
find me, if Allah wills, patient, and I 
will not disobey you in [any] order.’ 
He said, ‘Then if you follow me, do 
not ask me about anything until І 
make to you about it mention. ' So 
they set out, until when they had 
embarked on the ship, al-Khidr tore 
it open. [Miisa] said, ‘Have you torn 
it open to drown its people? You 
have certainly done a grave thing.’ 
[al-Khidr] said, ‘Did I not say that 
with me you would never be able to 
have patience?’ [Miisa] said, ‘Do 
not blame me for what I forgot and 
do not cover me in my matter with 
difficulty.’ So they set out, until when 
they met a boy, al-Khidr killed him. 
[Misa] said, ‘Have you killed a pure 
soul for other than [having killed] a 
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soul? You have certainly done а 
deplorable thing.’ [al-Khidr] said, 
‘Did I not tell you that with me you 

would never be able to have 
patience?’ [Misa] said, ‘If I should 
ask you about anything after this, 
then do not keep me as a companion. 
You have obtained from me an 
excuse.’ So they set out, until hey 
came to a town, they asked its people 
for food, but they refused to offer 
them hospitality. And they found 
therein a wall about to collapse, so 
al-Khidr restored it. [Misa] said, ‘If 
you wished, you could have taken for 
it a payment.’ [al-Khidr] said, ‘This 
is parting between me and you. I will 
inform you of the interpretation of 
that about which you could not have 
patience. As for the ship, it belonged 
to poor people working at sea. So I 
intended to cause defect in it as there 
was after them a king who seized 
every [good] ship by force. And as 
for the boy, his parents were 
believers, and we feared that he 
would overburden them by 
transgression and disbelief. So we 
intended that their Lord should 
substitute for them one better than 
him in purity and nearer to mercy. 
And as for the wall, it belonged to 
two orphan boys in the city, and 
there was beneath it a treasure for 
them, and their father had been 
righteous. So your Lord intended 
that they reach maturity and extract 
their treasure, as a mercy from your 
Lord. And I did it not of my own 
accord. That is the interpretation of 
that about which you could not have 
patience. ' (Sürat al-Kahf, 18:66-82) 
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